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UNDAY-SCHOOL workers value THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES not only for its regular lesson 
helps and special articles on Sunday-school manage- 
ment, but also for the suggestions as to better 
records, better equipment, and thoroughly sound 
books that are given in the TIMES advertising 
columns. It will pay to read the advertisements in 
each issue. 

















“Who Giveth Us the Victory” 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


E &tronghold lifts its towers to the sky, 
And barricades the way to vaunting ioe; 
On, how can all our marching just around 
Subdue the mighty city, even Jericho? 


We are so tired; on sore and trembling feet, 
Beneath the gaping crowd that waits to see, 


The thirteenth time we march, — what is Thy word ?— 


To shout for Him who gives the victory! 


They fall! They fali! O Lord of Sabbaoth, 
No wal! but is to Thee a little stone 

Which at Tny look shall crumble into dust, 
Leaving the house of Rahab-faith alone ! 





" gy. 





Prayers for the Dead 
Those who have gone to be with the Lord do not 


meed our prayers. They are in the actual presence of 
the Saviour, and “to be with Christ ... is far better” 
than anything we can now ask for them in prayer. But 
the Episcopalian” Church has recently taken official 
action approving prayer for the dead. A clergyman 
of that communion, J. ‘J. D. Hall, whose stand for 
the old faith and the Victorious Life in Christ has 


been a blessing to multitudes these many years, fas - 


made a fearless and needed protest in an article in 
The Southern Churchman. “To allow this unscrip- 
tural doctrine to be inserted in the Liturgy is. little 
less than a calamity. . . . Not one delegate at the re- 
cent General Convention attempted to justify the 
change on Scriptural grounds. at was impossible. 
The following reasons are given. ‘It is such a com- 
forting doctrine.’ ‘When they have gone on a journey 
we pray for them, why not when they have gone to 
be with the Lord?’ ‘It may not be in the Bible, yet 
T get a great deal of satisfaction from it.’ . . . Those 
who beliéve in prayers for the dead cannot success- 
fully deny some form of Purgatory. If there is no 
purgatorial fire for cleansing, why pray for them? 
This doctrine comes from the teaching that Christ on 
the cross did not do a finished work, but that we 
must still undergo a further process of cleansing and 
growth before we are ready to be with the Lord, 
although Christ said to the thief on the cross: “Today 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.’ . . . Bishop Lati- 
mer said, ‘Prayers for the dead are but the smoke of 
Purgatory.’ . .. Again, prayets for the dead will 
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surely be followed by prayers to the dead. One is as 
logical as the other. Prayers to the dead are now in 
use in a g@Bd-many“parishes. . . . Since the Articles 
of Religion have been left in the Prayer Book and one 
of them declares that ‘it is unlawful for the Church 
to ordain anything contrary to God’s Word,’ it is my 
purpose to stand on that and refuse to use such a 
prayer.” Mr. ‘Hall is on Scriptural ground, and no 
other ground is safe. 


Our Own Best Blessings 


Can we win our best blessings, or must they be 
given to us? In a typewritten manuscript on the 
Spirit-filled life occurred the sentence, “Man is not 
able in his won strength to bow gladly before Christ 
Jesus.” The typist had inadvertently transposed the 
letters in the word “won,” which shou’! have been 
“own.” A ‘typographical slip sometimes suggests im- 
portant truth. What the writer meant to say is 
certainly true: that the natural man has no strength 
to surrender to Christ as Lord, for man by nature 
is “dead in trespasses and sins,” and can do nothing 
but receive Christ as his Saviour. But what the 
transposition of letters spelled suggests the only way 
that man can bow gladly before Christ Jesus. Only 
in man’s “won” strength can he do this — but man can 
never win this strength for himself; it must be won 
for him, as it has been by the Saviour who is also 
Lord. Only in the strength that the Son of God 
has had from all eternity, and that he offers freely 
to us by the victory he won for us 6n the cross, can 
we bow gladly before him as our Lord. All our best 
blessings are those that Christ has won for us, never 
those that are ours in our sin-poisoned nature. Christ 
makes our own what he has won. When God had a 
great victory to give the. Israelites through Gideon 
he reduced Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 10,000, and 


then® to three hundred, “lest Israel vaunt themselve¢ 


against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me” 
(Judg. 7:2). Our own ‘strength never can save. us. 
Our won strength is God’s omnipotence, in the victory 
over death and sin won for us by Christ in his death 
and resurrection. We are to thank God, not because 


The Witness and the 


ANY of us are greatly troubled because we 
M think we have not the “witness of the Spirit.” 

We hear others talking about the witness of 
the Spirit; they seem to have great assurance and 
know they are filled with the Holy Spirit because of 
this witness. , 

Let us see what the witness of the Spirit really is, 
so that we may not look for a wrong evidence of 
being filled with the Spirit. There are three things 
to be. kept in mind in regard to the Holy Spirit's 
witness. 


1. He must witness to or before a person or per- 
sons. - 


2. He must bear witness to a fact. 


3. He must bear witness with some oné or some- 
thing else. “In the mouth of two or three wit- 
rinse every word may be established” (Matt. 18: 
16). 


1. “The Spirit himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God” (Rom. 8: 16). 

The Holy Spirit bears witness with my spirit. To 
God the Father he witnesses to the fact that I am 
his child. My spirit says, “My Father.” The Holy 
Spirit testifies to the Father concerning the fact that 
I have been born from above. It is not a witness to 
me, but with me.- So it is not a matter that can be 
felt, or known by any of our senses, as it is entirely 
in the realm of the spiritual, and the Spirit testifies 
before the Father. 





This editorial is the fourth in a series by L. L. Legters, 
Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, on “The 
Simplicity of the Spirit-Filled Life.’ Further articles will 
appear in frequent issues, 
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we have won any victory, for we never can, but be- 
cause he “giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

a 


Our Royal Kinsman 


That “blood is thicker than water” is a human 
proverb expressing divine truth. Family relationships 
are very precious. The man without any human 
kinsman is poor indeed. Family relationships may, of 
course, be dishonored or ignored or betrayed; but they 
are meant of God to be rich in blessing. Green’s 
“Short History of the English People” calls attention 
to the old obligation of kinship, in the statement: 
“Each kinsman was his kinsman’s keeper, bound to 
protect him from wrong, to hinder him from wrong- 
doing, and to suffer with and pay for him, if wrong 
were done.” This goes back to God’s eternal law. 
The obligations of kinsmen were set forth in the 
Mosaic law. The Book of Ruth is a beautiful parable, 
in actual history, of the kinsman who was willing 
and able to redeem: Boaz the Bethlehemite, who re- 
deemed Ruth the Gentile and took her to himself to 
be his bride. The Son of God became Son of man 
and | ‘nsman of man that he might redeem man. The 
Hebrew word translated Redeemer in the Old Testa- 
ment, goel or gaal, is translated also kinsman; the 
two words are one and the same. The Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible has an illuminating note on this goel or 
Kinsman-Redeemer mentioned in Isaiah 59: 20 as the 
Redeemer that shall come to Zion. “The goel, or 
Kinsman-Redeemer, is a beautiful type of Christ. (1) 
The kinsman redemption was of persons, and an in- 
heritance (Lev. 25: 48; 25:25; Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:7, 
11, 14). (2) The Redeemer must be a kinsman (Lev. 
25: 48, 49; Ruth 3: 12, 13; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14, 15). 
(3) The must be able to redeem (Ruth 
4: 4-6; Jer. 50: 34% ve 5 10: 41, 18). (4) erg gm 

paying just.demand in fu 
(Lev. 25:27; 1 Pet 1: 18, pe het 4:.191. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is all this, and has done all this in 
our behalf. He is our kinsman; he is able to redeem; 
he has paid in full the claims of sin upon us. “T 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9: 15). 


Fullness of the Spirit 


2. “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom 
ye slew, hanging him on a tree. Him did God exalt 
with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins. And 
we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to them that obey him” 
(Acts 5: 30-32). 

Here the Holy Spirit bears witness to men, con- 
cerning the fact of the death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with men who had knowledge of 
these facts. Today the Holy Spirit attests to the 
truth of anyone who witnesses to this fact before men. 
It was to this one fact that the Holy Spirit bore 
witness with Peter on the day of Pentecost, when three 
thousand were converted. If men today will testify 
to this fact, —not from hearsay, but because of their 
personal knowledge of the death and resurrection ar. 
exaltation of the Lord Jesus,—the Holy Spirit will 
today bear witness with them to the truth of the fact, 
and others will be converted. 


3. “This is he that came by water and blood, 272 
Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water a: 
blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, »e- 
cause the Spirit is truth. For there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there are 
three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the 
water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 
If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God 
is greater: for this is the witness of God which he 
hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that be- 
lieveth not God hath made him a liar; because he be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave-of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
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life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life’ (1 John 5: 6-12). 

The Spirit bears witness with the Word to the 
person who receives the Word, and to the fact that 
this person has eternal life. The Word bears wit- 
ness to this fact, “He that hath the Son hath life”; 
the Holy Spirit bears witness to my spirit, or to me, 
that because I believe the Word of God, and have 
received the Son, I now have eternal life. 

But none of these three are about the Holy Spirit 
filling me, but to the fact that I have eternal life, 
that I am God’s son, that the Lord Jesus, my Saviour, 
is risen from the dead and is alive today. 


4. “Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a_witness to 
us: for after that he had said before, This is the 
covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, 
and in their minds will I write them; and their sins 
and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where 
remission of these is, there is no more offering for 
sin’ (Heb. 10: 15-18). , 

Here again the Holy Spirit witnesses to us with 
the Word, not to the fact of eternal life, but to the 
fact that God will remember our sins no more. When 
we believe God’s Word the Holy Spirit seals its 
truth to us, so that we know whom we have believed, 
and with this there comes God’s peace regarding sin. 
~ Shall we again thank God that the Holy Spirit him- 
self witnesses with us to the Father and to men? 
That we know we are children of God? That we 
know the Lord Jesus arose from the dead? That 
we know we have eternal life? That we know God 
will remember our sins no more forever? Begin 
anew to thank him for the witness of the Spirit. 


But the heart of God can never be satisfied until 
he fills us with the Holy Spirit. Our hearts will 
never be satisfied except as we are filled with the 
Holy Spirit. Let us remember that it is the heart 
longing of God that we be filled. He is waiting to 
do this now; he will do it the very moment we let him. 
' Then is it necessary that anyone “tarry” for this 
filling? Some good people tell us it is necessary to 
attend a “tarrying” meeting, or to go alone to tarry, 
as did the disciples at Pentecost. Did the disciples’ 
“tarrying” cause the descent and filling of the Spirit? 

No. The Holy Spirit could have come on no other 
day. He came on Pentecost. This was God’s day 
for the descent of the Holy Spirit. They, obedient 
to the command of the Lord Jesus, were the recipients. 
They were obedient and were blessed. 

“Not by works done in righteousness, which we 
did ourselves, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, through the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us 
richly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour” (Tit. 3: 
5, 6). The giving of the Holy Spirit was not a 
stinted, meager matter; he was poured out abundantly. 
When God gave to each of us his Spirit it was ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace, according to the 
wealth of his love for us. 

Was it necessary for the disciples to tarry when 
they were filled’ the second time, as in Acts 4? They 
prayed. They turned their eyes from men, who threat- 
ened them, to the Lord Jesus where they belonged, 
and the house was shaken and they were filled. 

But is it not necessary today, as in olden times, to 
have hands laid on one for a real filling of the Spirit? 
“Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they 
were come down, prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost: (for as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghost (Acts 
8: 14-17). 

Remember why hands were laid on them. “They 
were the descendants of men who had been cast out 
on the return of the Jews from the exile. They were 
and had been despised by the Jews. They were part 
blood Jews. They kept the law and looked for the 
coming of the Messiah as did the Jews. To these 
outcasts, the leaders came and put their hands on 
them. These Samaritans looked for signs just as the 
Jews did. They never would have believed that they 
belonged to “this body” had not the leaders, Peter and 
John, gone to them and laid their hands on them. 
Remember they were part blood Jews. 

“And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at 
Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coun- 
try came to Ephesus, and found certain disciples: and 
he said unto them, Did ye receive the Holy Spirit 
when ye believed? And they said unto him, Nay, 
we did not so much as hear whether the Holy Spirit 
was given. And he said, Into what then were ye 
baptized? And they said, Into John’s baptism. And 
Paul said, John baptized with the baptism of re- 
pentance, saying unto the people that they should be- 
lieve on him that should come after him, that is, on 
Jesus. And when they heard this, they were baptized 
into the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came 
on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 
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— they were in all about twelve men” (Acts 19: 
I-7). 

These whom Paul found at Ephesus were Jews. 
John baptized only Jews. When the Gentile soldiers 
came he bade them “extort from no man by violence, 
neither accuse any one wrongfully, and be content 
with your wages” (Luke 3:14). They evidently 
had not returned to Jerusalem since the time of the 
baptism by John, years before. They were still look- 
ing for “him who was to come.” They did not know 
the Lord Jesus had been crucified and raised again. 
Neither did they know that the promise of the Holy 
Spirit had been fulfilled. They were disciples- of 
John, not of Jesus. Paul asked them, “Did ye receive 
the ‘Holy Spirit when ye believed?” Paul knew, as 


‘did all the apostles, that the Holy Spirit is given to 


each believer when he believes on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. When he had taught them Paul 
prayed for them and laid his hands on them. But why 
the laying on of hands? 

They were Jews. Whenever a Jew came as a 
messenger from God, or claimed to be a messenger 
from God, those to whom he came looked for “signs” 
as his credentials. These Jews would not believe 
Paul aside from a sign, for “the Jews ask for signs” 
(1 Cor. 1:22). Then Paul laid his hands upon them 
and God worked this sign by the hand of Paul. Re- 
member they were Jewish disciples of John. 

“Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, 
named Ananias; and the Lord said unto him in a 
vision, .. . Arise, and go to the street which is called 
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one 
named Saul, a man of Tarsus: for behold, he prayeth, 
and he hath seen a man named Ananias coming in 
and laying his hands on him, that he might receive 
his sight... . And Ananias departed, and entered into 
the house; and laying his hands on him said, Brother 
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who appeared to thee in 
the way which thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 
mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. And straightway there fell from his eyes as 
it were scales, and he received his sight; and he arose 
and was baptized; and he took food and was strength- 
ened” (Acts 9: 10-19). 

These are the only places where the filling of the 
Holy Spirit is spoken of in connection with laying 
on of hands, and in each case those who received the 
Spirit were Jews, or people of Jewish blood. 

But when the Gentiles were filled we find that it 
came only when they believed the preaching of Peter: 
“While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Spirit 
fell on all them that heard the word. And they of the 
circumcision that believed were amazed, as many as 
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 10: 
44, 45). And the sign to the Jew of the reality of the 
giving of the gift was, “For they heard them speak 
with tongues, and magnify God” (10: 46). 

When the gift was given to the Gentiles, there was 
no man who was an intermediary, no laying on of 
hands by man, not even a Jew praying for a Gentile, 
but when they believed the preached word, the good 
tidings, they were filled. And that Peter and the 
others might know that the Gentiles were on an equal 
footing with the Jews, they also spake with tongues 
and magnified God. 

Whatever may have happened to Jews, we are Gen- 
tiles. The only model God has given us is that of 
Cornelius, who was filled when he believed the good 
message brought to him by Peter. 

Peter later, recounting the scene in the home of 
Cornelius, said: “And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning. 
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he 
said, John indeed baptized with water, but ye shall 
be baptized in the Holy Spirit. If then God gave 
unto them the like gift as he did also unto us, when 
we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that 
I could withstand God?” (Acts 11: 15-17.) 

God has made no distinction today, for he has 
joined us, both Jew and Gentile, into one body, and 
each individual receives the Spirit and can be filled 
with the Spirit in exactly the same way, “by hear- 
ing and believing.” 

If, indeed, the laying on of hands is necessary for 
either the receiving of the Spirit or the filling of the 
Spirit, pray, where are the apostles to lay on hands, 
for it was only by the apostles through whom this 
was done. 

To Paul was revealed the special message to the 
Gentiles, setting forth the place and the need of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, and the deep 
longing on God’s part fully to possess us. “And in 
like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: 
for we know not how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. ... He maketh inter- 
cession for the saints accofding to the will of God” 
(Rom. 8: 26, 27). Beloved, will you not realize that 
God can never be satisfied until he fully possesses 
you? Until you gladly let the Lord Jesus hold the 
rulership of your life? 

Will you not thank God that you, a Gentile, may 
be filled with the Holy Spirit? Will you not thank 
God that the Holy Spirit is actually praying within 
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you, and that whatever desire there is in you today is 
God’s answer to the Holy Spirit’s prayer? Will you 
not get your eyes off men, off yourself, and upon the 
holy God, who for Christ’s sake longs, seeks, and 
prays to fill you?’ “For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:9). © 

















Please give me*facts and references to prove that 


the Gentile world has always been in the plan of 
salvation, and that the Jews were intended to be a 
favored people only for missionary purposes.—A Vir- 
ginia reader. 


The Gentile world has always been in the plan of 
salvation. “For God so loved THE worLp, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but ‘havé everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). But did not this love of God for the 
whole world, including the Gentile world in the plan 
of salvation, begin only when God’s Son came to 
earth as a man? No, for Christ is “the Lamb slain 
from the fou1cation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). It 
was, therefore, God’s plan from the beginning to save 
all in the Gentile world, and all in the Jewish world, 
who would be willing to be saved. 

Historically the Jewish people began when Abram 
was called to get out from his country, and from his 
kindred, and from his father’s house, unto a land that 
God promised to show him (Gen. 12:1). And:-a 
vital part of God’s promise to Abraham when he 
thus called him was in the concluding word and the 
climax of the call and the promise: “And in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” “All 
families of the earth” include the Gentile world. There- 
fore it has always been in the plan of salvation. 
A lost Gentile world would not have been called blessed 
by God. : ° 

That the Jews are to be a spiritual blessing to the 
Gentile nations, as evangelists bringing God to them 
and bringing them to God, is seen in the prophecy 
in Zechariah foretelling the spiritual condition and 
ministry of Israel when the Lord comes again: “And 
it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among 
the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; 
so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear 
not, but let your hands be strong” (Zech. 8:13). The 
last verse of the same chapter tells us: “Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, 
that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of 
the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we 
have heard that God is with you” (Zech. 8:23). 

A valuable little book throwing light on such ques- 
tions as these is Dr. William L. Pettingill’s “Israel, 
Jehovah’s Covenant People” (Philadelphia School of 
the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, 
Yiddish 15 cents, Enghsh 3o cents). 


<— ; 
What Did the Poor Widow Cast In?. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoor Times has been inviting 
its readers to send instances of misquoted Scriptures, 
so that we may all be reminded of the need of greater 
carefulness in quoting the words of God correctly. A 
number of interesting letters have been published in 
recent issues, and now a ‘watchful reader in the West 
Indies in the Mission Evangélica La Vega, Santo 
Domingo, calls attention to a misquotation in the 
columns of the Times. The Editor welcomes. this 
correction, and regrets that the mistake should have 
occurred. The reader’s letter is unusually rich: and 
valuable in the application made, and is published in 
full as follows: 


Referring to your, editorial, “Quoting God Cor- 
rectly,” I would beg to point out that in the same 
issue of March 8, on page 148, middle of last column, 
one of your contributors writes, “The widow cast in 
her mite,” but Mark and Luke tell us she cast in 
two mites. _ 

This seems a very general misquotation. Even 
Scofield, with all his Scriptural accuracy, has “The 
Widow’s Mite” in his notes on Mark 12 and Luke ar. 

By thus substituting man’s singular for God's 
plural do we not miss a beautiful point in the in- 
cident ? 

I think that had I been in her place I would doubt- 
less, in a calculating kind of way, have decided to cast 
in one mite, and reserved the other for my own press- 
ing need for that day; but that widow cast in both 
mites, and thus in her joyous faith went far beyond 
most of us. ~ 

For in a great trial of affliction the abundance 
of her joy and her deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of her liberality. For to her power, yea, and 
beyond her power she was willing of herself — and 
cast in TWO mites, all the living that she had! 
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Atheism’s Success Among Students 


How it destroys faith and breaks hearts 





By Maud Howe, Conedicn Cacitian Crusade 
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to ask prayer for a university student, son of 

a well-known and respected family in Canada. 
He had joined the church on profession of faith, yet 
one year away at college caused him to send her the 
following message: “Don’t mention the word ‘re- 
ligion’ te me again; when I come home, I do not 
wish to speak of it, I have done with-it altogether.” 

My caller was a close friend of the family, and had 
been the young man’s Sunday-school teacher for 
years. She is a wise woman and granted his request. 
They had several walks and no mention was made of 
the tabooed subject until just before he returned to 
college, when he abruptly thanked her for “under- 
standing.” She ventured to express regret, to which 
he returned the significant reply, that his loss of faith 
in the oid theories had “miserably revolutionized his 
hife, and there didn’t seem to be any certainty about 
anything.” 

Asked to give some of the difficulties, he replied, 
“There is no solution, the contradictions of the Bible 
are unanswerable.” 

She told me that he had gone away a jolly, Chris- 
tian lad, but nearly every one had remarked on the 
change in his attitude to moroseness and an air of 
boredom. She added that he was a student by nature, 
with high ideals, and the substitutes offered in place 
of Christ did not appeal to him. 

In one week two notifications were brought to the 
office of defection following six months’ stay in a 
certain theological college. 

The father of one student in great distress waited 
to speak to me after a Canadian Christian Crusade 
meeting. It seems he had with difficulty arranged 
home affairs for his son to take a theological course, 
and his words were: “He went in all right — but 
he has no message now. I don’t know what he be- 
lieves, or if he believes anything.” 

The sister of the other student came for advice as 
to how best to answer the questions that had de- 
stroyed his plan for life-work in the Christian minis- 
try. He was in his fourth year at the same theological 
college. 


Making Fun of His Mother’s Faith 


“I have a son, finely educated (as the world counts 
education), but his eight years in university have 
undermined his faith.. He confessed Christ Jesus as 
Saviour, and was baptized and joined the church, as 
a boy; but when he came to me last year, after being 
eight years away, he called God’s holy Word ‘twad- 
dle,’ taunting me for believing it. It has almost broken 
my heart, for we have always had the family altar, 
and Bible reading in the home. . .. We denied our- 
selves to send our boys to college, little dreaming 
what the result would be.” 

That letter arrived in the early months of our 
Crusade; many others have reached me since, couched 
in different terms, but all breathing the same deep 
heart-need. 

Another recent appeal asks us to send our “Series 
of Bible Difficulties Answered” to a young man in 
business in the city, whose associates aré bombarding 
him with 4-A literature. His father, frankly admit- 
ting his inability to answer the questions brought 
home, showed them to us, simply condemning them 
as hopelessly opposed to Bible teaching. The son 
claims there must be light somewhere, if God is 
omnipotent, and considers the position unsatisfactory. 

Again, recently, came a letter from a Christian 
mother, whose son is a university student, which 
contained the following: 

“I am in the midst of the camp of Satan. If my 
son believes all he says he does, he is an atheist, a 
blasphemer. Some of the things he says are so 
— I have been afraid the Lord would smite him 

ead. 

Of the secularization of the church, there is much 
to say, according to atheists. An extract from the 
Third Annual Report of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Atheism states: 


Churches are becoming secular, preaching anything ex- 
cept the old-time, orthodox religion. They are becoming 
social centers, with just enough of nominal religion to es- 
cape taxation. Sermons on books are more popular than 
those on the barbaric doctrine of the atonement. The 
clergymen are bewildered. They do not know what to 
preach. Evolution explodes their doctrines. They are 
declining in number and quality. 
_ The thinning ranks of evangelists forecast their ex- 
tinction. Church leaders now even oppose missionizing 
the Jews, thereby confessing, in effect, that Christianity 
is only a religion, not the religion. 


The clergy are so honeycombed with heretics that. they 
are powerless to expel known heretics. The only. real 
cleavage is that between Modernists and Fundamentalists. 


A DEACONESS called to see me some time ago 





The American Association for the Advancement 
ef Atheism has sent out its first missionary, to 
Sweden. But the Canadian Christian Crusade is 
also. planning to send out its first missionary. 
Both the worker and the funds are ready. 

. this seventh article in the.series- Mrs. Howe tells 
not only of the atheists’ present activities, but of 
their far-reaching plans for the future. In a recent 
letter to the Editor Mrs. Howe writes that she is 
grateful for the interest in her articles expressed 
in personal letters from Times readers, but that 
she was unable to answer several of the letters in 
which no address was given. Other articles in the 

series will appear in later issues of the Times. 








But the Hillbillies are already defeated. They cannot 
force the issue in their conventions and they dare not 
withdraw from the denominations. 

As education increases, religion decreases. Most col- 
lege graduates are godless. The number of churches is 
increasing in which the monologue called prayer is omitted. 


There ‘are 1,700 Atheist Sunday-schools in Canada, 
and Bolshevist organization among the children of 
the Dominion is “far better” than the Christian, ac- 
cording to a statement made at a meeting of the 
Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge 
in March, 1939. 

The following statistics from The Godless on the 
antireligious education of adults is illuminating: 

“The Teachers’ Gazette for January 21, 1930, an- 
nounces that there are at present on the territory of 
the U. S. S. R. 35 antireligious universities, with 7,000 
students and attenders, and 15 other antireligious 
faculties with 1,500 students and attenders. Since the 
15th October 1929, the Radio-University of Moscow 
has commenced to broadcast 68 antireligious courses.” 

The assistance of artists, painters, and musicians 
was requested by their trade unions for the Christmas 
antireligious campaign. (Pravda, December 13, 1929.) 

A circular of the direction of the workers’ trade 
unions describes a vast plan for antireligious war in 
the industrial undertakings (Pravda, December 8, 
1929). And The Moscow Evening, January 6, 1930, 
publishes the plan of the Central Committee of the 
Union of the Militant Godless for the utilization of the 
Soviet factories and industrial enterprises as a means 
in the antireligious fight, with the following advice: 

“The Soviet power should teach the workers that 
God does not exist and that religion is only a weapon 
in the hands of the class enemy of the proletarian state. 

“Henceforth, in all Soviet factories and undertak- 
ings, the workers should follow special courses in the 
‘handling of antireligious weapons.’ A ‘moral pres- 
sure’ should be brought to bear upon believing workers 
and regular discussions should be organized.” 

The Soviet Antireligious Campaign 

As we have repeatedly stated, politics are not our 
concern — we leave them to those able to deal with 
such matters. Our province is to combat atheism, 
but these statements show the fundamental value at- 
tributed by the Soviet Government to the antireligious 
fight, which it regards as an essential part of its 
policy. 

That the question touches us and our land is con- 
clusively shown by the following extract (Pravda, 
January 15, 1930): 

“The movement of irreligion is becoming a mass 
movement, not only in our country, but elsewhere. A 
whole series of facts shows that the movement is 
spreading in other countries. In particular, the anti- 
religious movement which we observe among the great 
masses of the Jewish workers extends to Poland, Lat- 
via, Lithuania, Belgium, England, America, and other 
countries.” 

The Bulletin of the I. W. E. (1929) publishes the 
following directions for the use of _ teachers: 
“It is especially the children who must. be 
emancipated, detached from the church, removed 
from religious poison. The workers in the edu- 
cation services and the scholars themselves should 
oppose ali religious propaganda. This noble task is 
specially incumbent on the Pioneers and the Young 
Communists . . . every conscientious member of the 
party of the Young Communists should participate in 
the systematic fight against religion.” 

Not satisfied with acting through the I. W. E., the 
atheists invited little children of various countries to 
Moscow, where they were subjected to special antire- 
ligious teaching. The presence has been noted in 
the U. S. S. R. of children’s “delegations” from the 
following countries: England, France, Germany, Nor- 
way, Bulgaria, United States, and China. 

One of the atheist journals says: “All religions, 


all gods, are the same stupefying poison, deadening 
the will, the spirit, the conscience: implacable war 
must be waged upon them all.” 

In view of the above data from a reliable source, 
is it any wonder. that atheism is spreading in an 
alarming manner throughout the entire world? 

As mentioned in a previous article we have knowl- 
edge of atheist societies in eighteen of our leading 
universities, with names of other universities and col- 
leges about to form such societies. 

In high schools and colleges, as well as preparatory 
schools there are atheist societies, which though not 
organized by the 4-A were the result of its activity. 
These societies are numerous. Inviting their co-opera- 
tion, the 4-A says: “They are not affiliated or even 
in touch with us, but should be. Members becoming 
acquainted with them should inform us, so that we 
may render proper aid.” 

We hear of a_training school established by athe- 
ists, at which meetings are held once a week, where 
boys and girls and young men and women are given 
practice in public speaking, because the movement 
needs large numbers of trained debaters and lecturers 
well-grounded in the principles of atheism. 

(Does not this constitute a challenge to the Chris- 
tian who is unable to give a reason for the hope that 
he professes to hold?) 

Like the small piece of water-weed, planted as a 
curiosity to see how it would grow, which has be- 
come one of the greatest and most terrible plagues of 
England, so that immense sums of money have to be 
spent annually to clear it away—so are we now 
witnessing. a world-wide harvest of liberal thinking 
and atheism, the result of many years’ steady seed- 
sowing. 


What Atheists Think of Us 


Read what the atheists think of us and our pro- 
fession: 

“Most denominational schools are hotbeds of heresy, 
as it is impossible to maintain any degree of dignity 
without teaching evolution, which inevitably under- 
mines religion. . . . Higher criticism, presenting the 
facts concerning the origin and formation of the Bible, 
produces skepticism. The efforts of the Fundamental- 
ists to educate are tragic. They should abandon them 
altogether.” 

Much more information could be given, but the 
above will serve to open the eyes of those who are 
unaware of things as they exist in our land today. 
These conditions produce such instances as the fol- 
lowing recent experience: A young friend asked me 
to assist her with her final examination (teachers). 
Having gone over similar ground before, I expected 
to take about fifteen or twenty minutes to get out 
various points I thought might be helpful. The text- 
book supplied was not known to me, and for some 
pages I thought surely I must be reading into it ideas 
not intended. But after spending two hours in close 
study I was obliged to send word to my friend that 
it would be impossible to answer questions based on 
such teaching and be true.to our faith in the atoning 
work of Christ as the Saviour of the world. 

A telephone call from her mother expressed dis- 
may at the “heresy” and undoing of home teaching. 
She further asked me if I could not do anything in 
the matter. I took the textbook (written by a Doc- 
tor of Divinity, with several other degrees after his 
name, and also a professor in one of our best known 
colleges) to two leading men in the city; one a pro- 
fessor, the other an outstanding evangelical, One, 
said that nothing could be done, that it had been going’ 
on for many years. The other, that in similar cases 
the advice given had been to answer the questions 
according to the textbook, adding a footnote to the 
effect that the answers were not the personal belief 
of the student. 

I leave it to the judgment of sane men and women 
whether such methods tend to building up in the 
Christian faith our young men and women. 

Fortunately in the case quoted, many years of 
home training and grounding in the Word of God 
counteracted the poison. But what about the thou- 
sands of students not so equipped? 

Diffidently, and yet speaking from personal experi- 
ence, I claim there is great and insistent need today 
for facing up the problems of these so-called contra- 
dictions in the Word of God. For one year I had 
the privilege of giving two college lectures weekly, 
to a graduating class of young women. It was a 
year of mixed feelings: sadness because of the gen- 
eral leaning toward a “historical” -Christ along with 
other historical characters; gladness, because of open- 
ings to introduce the living Christ. 

Another opportunity came in an invitation to give 
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a week’s talks to Sunday-school teachers of various 
denominations, many of whom did not believe in a 
personal Holy Spirit, nor in the Second Coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and were frankly amused at 
any idea of a personal devil, These were not flip- 
pant, superficial thinkers, but earnest women anxious 
to help make the world better, and it is a joy to rec- 
ord some lasting friendships made in a study of the 
Truth. 

The president of the association responsible for my 
invitation courteously explained after my first lecture 
that my audience did not require instruction on the 
truths of the Bible, but demonstration in the methods 
of Scripture teaching. 

It spoke well for her greatness of heart that, when 
I firmly but with equal courtesy explained that all 
Scripture teaching must be based on certain founda- 
tional truths, she attended my next lecture herself, 
and I was allowed to finish the course I had marked 
out. ny 

More than one present admitted their own dissatis- 
faction with the “psychology-trained” pupil. I had 
mentioned that it seemed such a long way round to 
obtain a common objective. Acceptance of Christ 
and the experience of the new birth immediately revo- 
lutionizes conduct, from inside, instead of wearisome 
struggles after reformation from the outside. Psy- 
chology studies cause and effect—to be born again 
creates anew (a new creation), with new aspirations 
and new powers bestowed to attain such aspirations. 

The founder and leader of the school of Behaviorists 
teaches his students that “freedom of the will has been 
knocked into a cocked hat,” and that the “soul, con- 
sciousness, God, and immortality are merely mistakes 
of the older psychology.” Behaviorism and Psycho- 
analysis are soulless psychologies. Both are mechan- 
istic. : 

Such experiences as the foregoing, with many sim- 
ilar cases, brought into being the Canadian Christian 
Crusade, which under God, is attempting to combat 
atheism in all forms of denial, whether by atheists 
as such, or by those having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof. For once again, may I 
emphasize the fact that atheism today reaches out to 
wider borders than dogmatic denial of the existence 
of a God 

There is a great need of meeting unafraid every 
question, every difficulty, every so-called contradic- 
tion in the Word of God. 

There is no need to apologize for and cover up 
the truth. Every inducement must be given to stu- 
dents and inquirers from university, college, high 
school, home, business, to find God’s answer to Satan’s 
lies about God’s Word, the Scripture that “cannot be 
broken” (John 10: 35). 

Recently a cultured, charming woman, president of 
some church societies, called’ here bringing ‘me some 
questions which she could not, so she said, satisfac- 
torily answer. Her son, it seems, is also at a uni- 
versity, a brilliant scholar, and a born leader. He had 
brought her Bible difficulties to explain, and she was 
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troubled, as she said he “was not yery strong on the 
Bible.” 

“I know there is an answer,” she said, “but I have 
not studied the Bible sufficiently to find it.” 

To meet these needs, and strengthen the faith of 
Christians, the Canadian Christian Crusade has begun 
to issue a “Series of Bible Difficulties Answered,” and 
proposes to include some of the questions and answers 
in these articles. Questions may be sent to us direct 
at Room 404, 366 Bay Street, Toronto 2, Canada, and 
will be dealt with as time and opportunity permit. 

The answers given are not the individual opinions 
of different writers, but are based on the Scriptures 
and sent out with Scripture references, that every in- 
quirer may have the reason for the hope that is in him, 
and be able to answer others who may be in like 
difficulty. The following are two examples of the 
questions and answers: 


Atheism asks: Who killed Goliath — David or Elhanan? 
Both, says the Word of God. 


Scripture says: (1) In 1 Samuel, chapter 17, that 
David killed Goliath of Gath in Elah, and 

(2) In 2 Samuel, chapter 21, verse 19, that Elhanan 
killed Goliath the Gittite in Gob. Néte that in (1) the 
battle was in Elah when David was a youth (1 Sam. 17: 
42). But in (2) the battle was in Gob when David was 
King, which was many years later. Also there were quite 
a few giants among the Philistines, so there is nothing 
extraordinary about two being called Goliath (2 Sam. 
ai 94). 

Atheism: Who was the father of Joseph — Jacob (Matt. 
1:16) or Heli (Luke 3: 23)? How could Joseph be the 
son of both Jacob and Heli? 

Scripture: “Son” is used in the Scriptures for a much 
wider range of thought than is customary. For example, 
they distinguish k<:ween birth and sonship. Now Mat- 
thew 1:16 says: “Jacob begat Joseph the husband of 
Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.” 

This Scripture then clearly states that Jesus was the 
son of Mary by birth: and that Joseph was the son of 
Jacob by birth, that is, of course, Jacob was the father 
of Joseph. 

The genealogy of Matthew 1: 1-16 gives Joseph’s line, 
The genealogy of Luke £: 23-38, however, is entirely dif- 
ferent, because it gives that of Mary the mother of Jesus; 
for Heli was the father of Mary. Heli, however, had no 
son, and so, according to the law (Num. 27: 8), his in- 
heritance and line passed to his daughter; but according 
to Hebrew usage in such cases the name of the woman 
could not come into the genealogy, the name of her 
husband being mentioned instead; and so Joseph the son- 
in-law of Heli is mentioned instead of Mary his daughter. 

Another instance of the same thing occurs in this same 
genealogy (v. 27). Salathiel was not the son of Neri 
by birth, but by marriage, for Neri had no male off- 
spring. 

Heli then, according to tur thought and custom of 
expressing the relationship, was only the father-in-law 
of Joseph; but in the language. of Scripture and Hebrew 
thought, he was the father of Joseph; the relation of 
course being legal sonship, not birth. 

This is confirmed by the following more correct. trans- 
lation of Luke 3: 23: “And Jesus himself when he began 
was about thirty years, being a son as to the law’ (liter- 
ally, “being son as was lawized’’), “of: Joseph, of Heli.” 

ToRoNTO. 
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Preaching in parts of our own country where 
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in the Rockies 
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mess man to the pastor of a church at the 

close of the morning service in one of the 
Middle West States, “that will convince me of the 
truthfulness of Christianity? If I am convinced, I 
will openly confess Christ and join your church; and 
my wife and children will do the same.” 

“Yes,” said the pastor hurriedly, for he was busy 
shaking hands at the door, “I will mail you a book 
tomorrow.” 

The business man expected a book on Christian evi- 
dences by a Christian scholar. Imagine his surprise 
when a few days later he received a copy of John’s 
Gospel, with a note from the pastor telling him that 
in the Gospel he would find the evidence, and urging 
him to read it’ carefully and then “pin his faith ‘to 
John 3:16.” A few days passed, and the pastor called. 
He was cordially received, and- found that the man 
had read the Gospel and was already convinced. He 
had gotten his wife and children to read it, too, and 
they believed and were saved. A Sunday or two later 
the pastor had the great joy of baptizing the entire 
family and receiving them into the church. 

This is but one of many proofs that have come to 
our attention that the Word does work. Hundreds of 
earnest pastors and evangelists are turning more and 
more to the wholesale use of Gospels of John as an 
effective evangelizing agency. Some churches have 
adopted the practical plan of stamping the name and 
location of their church, with an invitation to the 
services, on the cover of the Gospel. 

One phase of the Gospel Evangelizing Association 


66 Cie: you give me a book to read,” said a busi- 


work is home missionary. In the warm months Mrs. 
Meldau and I go out in a Gospel truck to the neglected 
fields of the Rocky Mountain States, principally Colo- 
rado, and hold evangelistic services in mining and lum- 
ber camps, in jails and hospitals, on street corners, 
and in country schools. We always give out the 
Gospel of John to those who haven't read it and 
who promise tc read it through. We carry Gospels 


in a dozen different languages, and though we cannot. 


preach to foreigners in their own language the Gospels 
can. We delight to go to a foreign community and 
sow there the good Gospel seed. 

Last summer, while in a rough mining and stock 
taising country in the northwestern part of Colorado, 
we met a boy on horseback who lived six miles off 
the highway, and many miles from church or Sunday- 
school. He was a typical child of the West, perhaps 
thirteen or fourteen years old. He had never been 
to church or Sunday-school, had never read the Bible, 
and had never heard of Christ. We gladly told him 
the fundamental facts of God, Christ, our sin, and the 
salvation offered us through faith in Christ. He was 
willing to accept as far as he understood it. Upon 
leaving we gave him Gospel literature to read. 

We have been to places that are forty and fifty 
miles from the closest church, and we have preached 
the Gospel in communities where there has been no 
Gospel preaching for months, and sometimes years. 
Occasionally we reach a place where the Gospel has 
never been preached. We made our way up King’s 
Canyon last summer, the steepest mountain road we 
have ever been over —it was all our Dodge car could 
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ull in low—to a lumber camp of about fifty men. 

e got there just after dinner and preached to the 
men who gathered around, and distributed Gospels. 
It was the first sermon ever preached in that camp. 

On another occasion we held an open-air service 
in a small mountain town of about one hundred popu- 
lation. We canvassed the town in the afternoon, 
leaving a Gospel of John at each home. There were 
seventy-nine present at the open-air service, and when 
the invitation was given a-number accepted Christ. 

At Craig, a frontier’ town of about two thousand 
people, we were anxious to reach the pool hall crowd. 
We asked permission of the owner of the hall to 
have an open-air service in front of his place that 
night. At first he consented, but evidently he soon 
“repented” of his decision, for not long after we left 
he had the sheriff come to us and ask us to hold the 
meeting down a block. We were disappointed, but 
complied with the request of the officer. But God 
was working. That night a number of men left the 
pool hall and came to our meeting. We _— all who 
promised to read-it a Gospel of John. There were a 
few who professed to accept Christ. The next night 
the local Baptist pastor assisted with the meeting, and 
the crowd and interest were excellent.- The next 
day we left for missionary work in Moffatt County 
—one of the wildest parts of the State. A large num- 
ber of malcontents, fugitives from justice, and people 
who want to get away from the world are out there as 
miners, trappers, or stock men. As we traveled from 
place to place we scattered the good seed of the Word 
of God. Upon returning to Craig, we met there an 
old-timer who said to us: “That [giving out the Gos- 
pels of John] is the finest thing that ever happened to 
Craig. Those pool hall boys are all proud of their 
Gospels. They carry them and read them.” One of 
them had told him, “That is the finest book that I 
have ever read!” 

In this way we reach many with the Word of God 
that the churches do not or cannot reach. 

We arrived at Steamboat Springs on the last day 
of their annual Rodeo and Wild West Show. Cow- 
boys, cowgirls, Indians, farmers, miners, and frontiers- 
men from miles around, professional gamblers and 
courtesans, had come for this “greatest thing of the 
year.” Many of the natives had come over a hundred 
miles, and visitors came from points much farther 
than that. The town was in gala attire. As the 
motley crowd of several thousand persons left the 
field, after a hard day of racing, broncho busting, bull- 
dogging, and various “stunts,” we stood by the road- 
side and gave to as many as we’ could reach a tract, 
a Gospel of John, or both. Hundreds in that way 
got a Gospel message that may never hear it again. 
That night we had an open-air service in the town. 

In an out-of-the-way school, in a dry and desolate 
district in the eastern plains of our State, God was 
pleased to pour out his Spirit of grace a few years 
ago. We spent the afternoon going from place to 
place in our Gospel car, advertising the service at the 
school that night. As we went we gave out tracts 
and the Gospel of John. Most houses were a mile 
or two apart—a very sparsely settled community. 
There was no church or Sunday-school for miles. 
There were perhaps twenty-five present that night, the 
tiny school building was filled. The interest was 
keen, and when the invitation was given seven accepted 
Christ. One of these was a girl about seventeen 
years old who had really accepted the Saviour through 
the personal dealing of Mrs. Meldau that afternoon. 
It was a wonderful victory, for while my wife was 
speaking to the girl to persuade her to become a 
Christian the girl’s mother (who had been. embittered 
years before as the result of a church quarrel in an- 
other State) was talking to her daughter, attempting 
to turn her against it. But there, in the presence of 
her antagonistic mother, the girl took a stand for 
Christ. That night she made an open confession, 
though her folks did not come to the service. One 
woman, twenty-eight years old, accepted Christ and 
took a Gospel to read. She had been on the. sdme 
farm for twenty-seven years, and had only been to 
Church or Sunday-school two or three times in all 
her life. 

Coming down a mountain canyon we stopped in a 
churchless town, and there met an old man who had 
not been to church for thirty-five years. We pleaded 


_ with him to accept Christ, but he said, “It’s too late, 


I’m too far gone.” We told him of God’s wonderful 
grace, but his only answer was, “I’m too gar’ gone, 
I’m too far gone.” We had to leave him in that sad 
state. Do remember him in prayer, 

In South Park we gathered the boys and girls to- 
gether and had an impromptu Sunday-school in a town 
called Jefferson. There is no Sunday-school there. 
We taught them the way of life, and gave them 
Gospels. We were especially impressed with one boy 
who had never been inside a Sunday-school. He 
accepted Christ. At the State Industrial School at 
Golden we gave each boy a Gospel, and at Fort 
Russell, Cheyenne, Wyo., we left fifteen hundred Gos- 
pels for the soldiers. The Word of God will work in 
the lives of these boys and men. We have been in 
churchless communities in New Mexico, and small 
Mexican settlements, where ninety percent of the 
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people were Mexican, many. of them unable to read 
English. But we gave them the Gospel in Spanish, 
and so were able to reach them with the message 
of eternal life. In the county and city jails we have 
had audiences, varying from three to two hundred 
and fifty, and have had the great joy of bringing God’s 
message of pardon and peace to. murderers, baotleggers, 
dope fiends, and criminals of all classes. In addition 
to giving out Gospels of John in the jails we have 
scattered, as Gospel seed, thousands of Gospel books, 
booklets, and tracts, which have been sent to us for 
free distribution by the Bible Institute Colportage 
Association of Chicago. The Scripture Gift Mission, 
Philadelphia, has also had fellowship in this work 
by sending us Portions and Gospel tracts, for free 
distribution in rural communities. 

The World’s Christian Fundamentals Association 
has issued a call to all Christian workers to “place 
a copy of the Gospel of John in every home in the 
United States and Canada during 1930.” We heartily 
endorse this call, and urge all who read these lines 
to have some definite part in this great program. 

The Gospel Evangelizing Association has been in- 
strumental in placing a Gospel of John in every home 
in many communities, towns, and cities. Pamphlets 
telling of plans that work will gladly be sent upon 
request addressed to The Gospel Evangelizing Asso-~ 
ciation, 2909 Umatilla Street, Denver, Colo. Why 
not start praying and working to the end that every 
home in your town or city or community may soon 
receive a copy of the Gospel of John? 

DENVER, COLO. 


we 
A Cool Sunday School in Summer 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


LANS for summer comfort are carried out more 

effectively if the work is done by teams which 
vie good-naturedly with each other to see which can 
do the best job throughout the hot weather. 

In one school I attended, this teamwork was done 
by departments. The school had three departments — 
the children under ten were designated as the Primary 
Department, those from ten to fourteen as Interme- 
diates, and all over fifteen as Adults. 

Since June is not a very hot month in this locality, 
the Primary children had c’ rge of comfort plans for 
that month, the last three weeks. The first Sunday 
they furnished a fan for every one, obtaining them 
from a firm in town who were putting them out as 
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advertising matter. The children distributed the fans 
before Sunday-school opened; then after opening exer- 
cises, just before we went to classes, they stood up in 
front and led the school in a fan drill. This cooled off 
the building and freshened the air wonderfully. 

The next Sunday they had the fans at hand again. 
Some of the older boys had visited the church before 
breakfast to open the windows wide and were back 
early to close the blinds on the sunny side. The third 
Sunday they attended to the airing again and brought 
: gy of ice water with paper drinking cups enough 
or all. 

The Intermediates also conducted a fan drill on two 
very hot mornings. They thoroughly aired the room 
before Sunday-school, and each Saturday they wiped 
up the floor and dusted the pews so that everything 
would smell fresh and clean. They brought fresh 
flowers each Sunday and ice water, with drinking cups. 
They also provided for. their classes (two) to meet 
out of doors in a cool shady place, thus giving more 
room and more fresh air to those who must meet in- 


side. 

The Adults had the month of August. Each Sun- 
day they provided a big bucket of iced lemonade and 
cups to drink from. They sent some one tc air the 
building early and had him sprinkle the floor with 
cold water. Since the floor was unvarnished this 
was a great factor in cooling off the air inside the 
building, because of the evaporation. 

They kept everything nicely dusted and fresh, pro- 
vided flowers, and kept the faris handy for use. 

But one feature that was used by all was “sugges- 
tion.” Every one pledged himself at the beginning of 
the summer to talk of the weather at Sunday-school 
only when he had something good to say about it. 


The superintendent from the platform spoke of the’ 


delightful coolness of the building. Teachers spoke 
of it. Members spoke of it to their friends and 
neighbors and in their families. 

The result was the school suffered no slump at all 
throughout the summer months, for Sunday-school 
was just about as cool a place as they could find to 
spend a summer morning. Moreover the novelty ap- 
pealed. Every one wished to see just what was going 
to be done for his comfort. 

How was this financed? Well, the Primary chil- 
dren were out just twenty-five cents and they raised 
this by every one bringing an extra cent each Sunday 
during the three weeks. 

The Intermediates also brought a free-will offering 
each Sunday outside their regular offering, and the 
Adults took care of theirs with one extra offering. 

Boutoer, Coto. ; 
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God’s protection and help in the 
midst of enemies 











Alone in Chaotic China 


By Walter Scott Elliott 














Ae: fourteen years ago a young woman, Miss 
Martha Pohnert, was converted to Christ in Pasa- 
dena, Cal. It was a complete conversion from the 
world to Christ, and she entered a training school for 
Bible students and prepared herself for missionary 
work, going directly from school to China where for 
many years she has successfully conducted a girls’ 
school in Honan Province. 

When all the missionaries were placed in danger 
and it was ordered that all should seek refuge at the 
coast, Miss Pohnert decided to remain at her post. 
While the wisdom of such a step was questioned by 
others, nevertheless much prayer went up for her 
safety. There has come into my hands a sheaf of 
letters from her pen, written in the midst of tre- 
mendous difficulties, which give such direct testimony 
to the faithfulness of God in answering prayer and 
caring for his own children who put their trust in 
him, that I think these letters should have a wide 
reading for the encouragement of those who pray. 

On October 31, 1927, she writes: “A week ago, the 
23rd, at 10 P. M. I was very clearly led to call the 
servants and have them pack with me all night, as 
I would try to flee Tuesday morning if possible. 
The admonition was given to them to tell no one of 
my plans, for if the Revolutionary Party should hear 
of it they would not let me leave.” She reveals the 
sad fact that the leaders of the Revolutionary Party 
in her city were three former teachers in the mission 
school and one of their own students. “The Revolu- 
tionists rule the whole district and everything. Even 
the District Magistrate is nothing but a tool in their 
hands. They spread their poisonous literature broad- 
cast and hold meetings in our buildings without asking 
for their use. They take our church tunes and sing 
their blasphemous words to them. The children were 
threatened that if they entered the church their names 
would be written down and the end would be death.” 

A few days later she wrote from the city to which 
she had fled: “Sunday noon who should walk in on 


me but one of the Revolutionary leaders from my 
own city. He said our city was in turmoil. Hun- 
dreds of villages had been burned, and that looting, 
killing, and robbing are still going on. I have asked 
God that the mission schools might be broken up and 
the students scattered so they may not be compelled 
to listen to so much of the revolutionary doctrines 
(mostly anti-foreign). God is answering this prayer. 
I have been given this Scripture, ‘The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name 
of the Lord’ (Job 1:21). I hope, after one or two 
months, to go back, if possible, but until then I will 
remain here.” 

She did not remain idle while away, for just three 
weeks later she writes: “I have just come back from 
T’ung Peh Hsien meetings. It surely was an inter- 
esting trip. I had my baggage, including- food and 
money, on my wheelbarrow. The barrowman started 
all right, but after we had gone three miles he com- 
plained of not being strong enough to continue, with 
me ridiag. I had an infected toe which was not yet 
healed, so I could not risk walking. When an ox-cart 
came along we bargained with the old lady owner to 
take me to the next large place, twelve miles beyond. 
I had a fine opportunity to tell her the Gospel story 
all the way. At 2.30 P. M. we reached the place in a 
hungry state and my barrowman was nowhere to be 
found. I had no money, but I went into a food shop 
and told them that I was from the Gospel Hall and 
I had my money on my barrow. The proprietor was 
most kind and gave me a bowl of rice gruel and some 
fried. bread. Soon my barrowman arrived and 
breathlessly asked me to forgive him for running off 
with my money!” She finally got to the place where 
the meetings were to be held, but not until 9 P. M., 
and after experiences on and off the wheelbarrow and 
into mud puddles. 

The meetings at that place closed on a Sunday night. 
The Christians gave their testimonies and some con- 
fessed that they had been reading anti-foreign books 
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and had their minds poisoned. Others.confessed cold- 
ness. The meeting continued till about midnight, and 
some were saved. “After the meetings I stayed four 
days longer, as the former postmaster of our city, 
whose home is here, invited me to be a guest in their 
home. He is Mr. Ren Peh Tah, and he is the strong 
anti-foreign-leader of our city. ... They can do noth- 
ing with me, for I will heap coals of fire on their 
heads. Every time I have the chance I give them 
God’s Word. One evening he came to the meeting, 
and I gave my testimony and said the reason I came 
away from our city was that God had spoken to me 
in the Word that says: ‘Come ye out from among 
them,’ and I had to obey God; for I have learned that 
when I do not obey him I am most miserable. I would 
rather die than knowingly disobey God’s Word. 
Though the viewpoint is as different from that of 
the Revolutionists’ as night and day, they tell me 
almost every time I talk with them that they admire 
my attitude and that if they had such people in their 
party they would be able to make things go. I tell 
them that those who fight against God cannot stand. 
As I observe, all who are under them are slaves work- 
ing hard under their direction to win their objective 
by throwing everything into confusion. Last night 
nearly the whole population of this city fled because 
of rumors that the Miyang robbers were coming. 

held the evening meeting just the same, giving Num- 
bers 13, Proverbs 1:33, and Proverbs 4:24, 25. God 
keeps me in veace through it all. Praise his name!” 

Again this ione American woman missionary writes 
of how God kept her supplied with funds: “I cannot 
but praise God with all my heart for the faithfulness 
he has shown me these many months when many must 
have thought I would be unable to get funds... . I 
have lacked nothing in the way of supplies for the 
work or for my own needs personally. At one time 
I desired for months to get some one to cash my check 
on my bank at the port, but no one would take a 
check in exchange for dollars. Finally the robbers 
came. One of them gave me silver dollars to the 
amount of $800 and another $600, so that I had enough 
for some time. By the time that money was‘used up, 
the merchants of the city were thrown into a panic 
when the troops in the city threatened to loot, so they 
brought their money to me and took my checks. Many 
times the Chinese had expressed concern, asking what 
I would do when my money was exhausted. It was 
an portunity for testimony. I looked up and pointed 
to Heaven and said God always has a way for the 
believing heart. I am not afraid. He has always met 
me, and I am confident that he will meet me for all 
that is ahead that I do not now know. My one busi- 
ness is to listen to him and render him instant obe- 
dience, and love him with all my heart and soul. 

“For some time my life has been a constant drama. 
Many people might wonder why I am not broken 
down in health. I will tell you the secret: ‘Christ 
liveth in me’ (Gal. 2: 20), ‘For to me to live is Christ’ 
(Phil. 1:21). ‘His own dear life for you and me. He 
is my power, my health, my strength, my light, my 
wisdom, my overcoming Presence. I only have to 
yield, and even the yielding power he supplies. . . 
Praise his matchless Name! While I was at Peh 
T’ang I was suddenly taken ill with a cold. I was 
unable to go on and went to bed, and as I lay there 
the Lord brought Matthew 8:17 to me, ‘Himself took 
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses,’ and Psalm 
103: 3, ‘Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who heal- 
eth all thy diseases,’ and James 5:14, ‘Is any sick 
among you? let him call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord.’ There was an old brother 
Chang, sixty-seven years old, in the city from Tsao 
Yang, who was full of faith and of the Holy Spirit. 
I sent for him and he anointed me. In less than half 
an hour I was up and very well again.” 

Such testimonies should encourage all Christians tc 
praise the Lord and pray the effectual fervent prayet 
of the righteous, too. 

WHEatTon, ILL. 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


Now if the fall of them be the riches of the 
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the 4 atl how much more their fulness? (Rom. 

312: 


I 
"THE word translated diminishing might well be 
translated bankruptcy. It is hettema, loss. What 
a wonderful capital the Jewish people had. Paul 
makes the inventory in the ninth chapter, —the adop- 
tion, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the service of God, the promises, the fathers, and 
lastly, Christ “who is over all, God blessed for ever- 
more.” And Israel played fast and loose with his 
assets, so that they had to be assigned to the goyim, 
the Gentiles, and their owner was turned out of house 
and home with the brand of Cain on his forehead. 
But a jubilee year is coming for the bankrupt! 
New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON I. 





JULY 6. ABRAHAM. 


(A Pioneer of Faith) | 


International Uniform Lesson.— Genesis 12: 1-5; 13: 1-12; 17: 1-8; 18: 22-33; Hebrews 11: 8-10 


Golden Text.— By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.— Heb. 11: 8 




















The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
Thy way, not mine, O Lord, 
However dark it be; 
Lead me by Thine own hand, 
Choose Thou the path for me. 
—H. Bonar, 


The Historical Setting 

LD Testament chronology is a consistent whole 
QO and indeed is the only ancient chronolcgy of 

which this can be said. But it is not possible 
to do more than approximate its events to a definite 
B. C. date. Remembering this caution we may say 
that the Flood took place 2348 B. C. Terah was born 
2126 B. C., and Abram was born 1996 B. C., and, as 
he lived 175 years (Gen. 25:7), he died in the year 
1821 B. C. At the time of his departure from Haran 
he was seventy-five years old (12: 4) ; this accordingly 
must be dated in the year 1921 B. C. 


The Practical Aim 
To inculcate upon the pupils the privilege, impor- 
tance, and responsibility of obeying God. 


Verse by Verse 

Genesis 12:1—The Lord had said. Taking the 
phrase as it stands this implies that the Lord had 
called Abram, and that Terah’s migration was under- 
taken in consequence of that call given to his young- 
est son. In this view it will be a striking instance of 
the influence of even the youngest son of the family 
upon the decisions of his father. And on the other 
hand, observe that God’s purposes for Abram were 
to some extent at least mediated through the decisions 
of Terah and the movements of the whole clan. This 
may convey an important lesson for our young folks 
today. The first essential for all of us is to show 
piety at home (1 Tim. 5:4). Note that whenever 
the word Lord is printed in capitals in our Bibles, 
as here, it represents the Hebrew word Jehovah. 
Jehovah is used in this place because it refers to God 
as entering into covenant relations with Abram. 


Verse 2.—Note the four stages in the promise. 

(1) I will make of thee a great nation. The num- 
bers of the Israelites have always depended upon the 
measure of the national faithfulness to God. After 
the national rejection of the Messiah their numbers 
became greatly reduced. It is computed that by A. D. 
1500 the Jews numbered not much more than one 
million. By 1700 they had increased to three million, 
by 1900 to eleven million, and by 1916 to more than 
thirteen million. 

(2) I will bless thee. This was fulfilled in the ever 
deepening growth of Abram’s own knowledge of God. 

(3) Make thy name great. Abram’s is one of the 
greatest names of all history, known all over the East 
as well as in the West. 

(4) Thou shalt be a blessing. This has been 
supremely fulfilled in the fact that the Lord Jesus 
Christ came of the seed of Abram according to the 
flesh. 


Verse 3.—IJn thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed. In the disputes that arose with regard to the 
person of our Lord, four chief heresies emerged. The 
last of these was through the teaching of a priest of 
Constantinople named Eutyches. He taught that in 
our Lord the human nature was absorbed in the divine, 
that the essence of manhood ceased to exist in the 
Word made flesh. In these disputes the Fathers of 
the Church made use of this verse, Genesis 12: 3, and 
specially of the phrase “in the” to confute the error. 
This was at the Council of Chalcedon in A. D. 451. 


Chapter 13:7.—The Canaanite. Strictly speaking, 
this term belonged to the people inhabiting (1) the 
sea coast of Palestine and (2) the Jordan valley. But 
it is often used generally to represent all the native 
tribes of Palestine. Here it is probably used in its 
stricter meaning. The Perissite means the dweller in 
any walled villages. They were not a distinct race, 
but the agriculturalists of Palestine, the Fellahin. 

Dwelled then. The participial form of the verb is 
used to express vividly the circumstances of the time. 
Abraham and Lot through their very wealth straight- 
ened each other, and the difficulties were accentuated 
by the presence of the peoples mentioned. Villages 
and towns interfered with the free movement of the 
nomad chieftains. The then is not to be understood 
as meaning that Genesis was written so late that these 
circumstances concerning the Canaanite and the Periz- 
zite were no longer present. 


Verse 8—Abram said unto Lot. Note Abram’s 
magnanimity. He was the older man and the head 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 23. 
Primary Topic: Pleesing God by Obedience. 
Lesson Material; Genesis 12: 1-5; 13: 1-12, 
Memory Verse: By faith Abraham, when he was called... 
obeyed.—Heb. 11 : 8a. 
Junior Topic: Abraham, the Pioneer. 
Lesson Material: Genesis 12: 1-5; 13: 1-12; 17: 1-8. 
Memory Verse: By faith Abraham, when he was called... 
obeyed.— Heb. 11 : 8a. 
iate and Senior Topic: Pioneering in an Unknown 
try 


Topic tor Young People end Adults: A Mam Who Found Friend- 
ship with God. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Gen, 12: 1-3; 13:7-12; Heb. 11 : 8-10 


Gen. 12:1 Now the Lerd had said unto Abram, Get thee 


out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and | will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be 
a blessing: 

3 And I will blets them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. 


13:7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of 
Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt then in the land. 

8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herd- 
men and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 

9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, 
I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then 
I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, 
then I will go to the left. 

1@ And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain 
of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest 
unto Zoar. 

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot 
journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one 
from the other. 

12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled 
in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward 
Sodom. 


Heb. 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to 
go out into a place which he should after receive for an in- 
heritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither 
he went. 

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. 








of the clan. By all rights the choice should have 
been his. How few would have had graciousness to 
act as Abram did. Grace in the heart should make 
graciousness in the life. We be brethren. Any near 
relative is termed a brother. The relationship exist- 
ing between Abram and his nephew would have made 
a quarrel especially unbecoming. It would have been 
a quarrel between two worshipers of the one true God 
in the presence of the heathen. It would have been 
a quarrel between two close relations in the presence 
of strangers. 


Verse 9.—The whole land. This had already been 
promised to Abram by Jehovah (12:7). But Abram 
did not stand upon any rights accruing to him under 
that promise. He knew that what God had promised 
he was able to perform. He trusted God sufficiently 
not to be anxiovs about when or how the promise 
would be fulfilled. This is a striking example of the 
rest of faith.- 





journeying with God 
By Amos R. Wells 


A= AHAM went out from Ur, a daring, trusting 
traveler. He went across the desert sand, seek- 
ing an undiscovered land. Before him all was black 
and blind; but ah, the idols lay behind! Before 
him all was dark and dim; but ah, Jehovah walked 
with him! The distance all was full of fear, but 
God was love and God was near. He knew not 
whitherward he went; God knew, and Abram was 
content. Lonely he was, and friendless he — sire of 
a nation yet to be! Humble he was, and quite un- 
known, but all the future washis throne. He liveda 
wanderer, in tents; but who has firmer permanence? 
On his own land he never trod, seeking the city of 
his God. Oh, what a hero of romance! Oh, what 
a rich inheritance! What high reward his travel 
brings, who journeys with the King of kings! 
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Verse 10.—Lot lifted up his eyes. Note the contrast 
with God’s command to Abram: “Lift up now thine 
eyes” (v. 14). Lot was busy with the seen and the 
material. He was influenced by purely selfish motives. 
The striking magnanimity of his uncle’s conduct af- 
fected him not at all. 

The plain of Jordan. The Hebrew word translated 
“plain” means a circle. It was probably applied to the 
Jordan valley because of the windings of the river. 
The Jordan, in traversing this section of its course, 
travels two hundred miles for a lengthwise advance 
of sixty miles. This river runs from two -to three 
thousand feet below the hills from which Lot made his 
survey. The beautiful and fertile country would be 
spread out like a map before him. Zoar. The great 
Egyptologist M. de Naville refers this to the Egyp- 
tian name Zar which was the ancient designation of 


the town now known as El Kantarah. Kantarah stands © 


on the banks of the Suez Canal. On the other hand, 
a city named’ Zoar is mentioned in Genesis 19: 22, 
and this may be the one referred to here. Jhe garden 
of the Lord refers to Eden (cf. Ezek. 28: 13). 


Hebrews 11:9.—By faith he sojourned in the land 
of promise. Although the land was promised to him, 
yet he never received it in actual possession-during his 
lifetime. Yet in spite of any natural disappointment 
that must have been occasioned by that, he never 
doubted God. He was content to leave the fulfillment 
of the promise to God’s own time and way. The word 
translated “to sojourn” implies that he was in the 
land as a stranger. It was never really his home. 

Tabernacles is simply tents. Note the contrast be- 
tween the tents of Abraham’s then earthly condition 
and the city of God’s promise. 


A Lesson Outline 
PROMISE OF FAITH 
1. Tested 
(1) God’s call and promise —duty to Terah 
(2) Exchanged first Ur and then Haran for the 
life of a nomad 
(3) God’s promise and Lot’s selfish interference: 
with Abram’s enjoyment of it 
2. Triumphing 
3. Yet Abram failed in this his strong point; where 
his wife was concerned he once even forgot God 


Gelden Topics 


1. Abram’s faith, The outstanding quality of 
Abram’s life was his faith in’ God. Emigration is 
never an easy business. And Abram took a plunge 
into the unknown at the call of God. Recent dis- 
coveries have shown to the world what a beautiful 
city it was which Abram was called upon to forsake. 
Ur of the Chaldees lives before us today. And we 
know it to have been a magnificent city replete with 
the amenities of- civilized life. These Abram forsook 
when he went out at God’s call. It was the old, cld 
choice between the things seen and the things unseen. 


2. Abram’s piety. The call came to Abram while 
he was still living with his father. Terah was orig- 
inally at least an idolater (Josh. 24:2). God seems 
to have been dealing with the whole family. Terah 
started out to go to Canaan (11:31). But for some 
unspecified reason he went only as far as Haran, 
or Charran. There they settled down. This must 
have been a trial to Abram if he was sure God was 
calling on him to go farther. And it is a beautiful 
trait in his character that, though he knew that he 
knew in this matter more than his father appeared 
to know, yet he obediently and dutifully submitted 
himself to Terah. ‘He laid aside his own ideas as to 
further progress until his way was made clearly open 
by his father’s death. Usually the will of God comes 
to us mediated through the ordinary duties imposed 
by the relationships of life. The fact that God had 
spoken to Abram did not make him less willing to 
honor and obey his earthly father. 


3. God spoke to Abram (12:1). He also appeared 
to him (12:7). Abram was guided both by the inner 
voice and by the outward objective revelation. We have 
similar means of guidance. (1) The inner voice is 
conscience. (2) The outward objective revelation is 
the Word of God. And the latter supplements, cor- 
rects, and educates the former. With us, as with. 
Abram, obedience is the condition of progress. “If 
any man will do his will, he shall know” (John 7: 17). 


4. Abram’s patience. Lot shows himself throughout 
this transaction as entirely in the wrong. Therefore 
it is at least probable that Lot’s men were also in 
the wrong. It is easy for the servants to catch some- 
thing of the spirit of the man for whom they work. 
Probably these rough herdsmen were only emulating 
the attitude of Lot himself. In face of this provoca- 
tion Abram is still the same courteous, great-hearted 




















































































































Lesson for July 6 


gentleman. He does not allow wrong to beget wrong, 
as we so often do. No disappointment could make 
him ‘seek to secure his own rights or make him bitter 
about their infringement. The world would be a bet- 
ter place and the church would be a better place, too, 
if the people of God would always act as Abram acted. 

And with all his patience, Abram was no coward, 
afraid to stand up for what was right. In the very 
next chapter we have the record how, with a mere 
handful of men, he attacked and defeated a powerful 
confederacy and rescued Lot from their clutches. Abram 
fought boldly for right. He would not fight at all 
for his own rights. “Ye have need of patience” (Heb. 
10:36). And the secret of Abram’s patience was his 
faith. It is remarkable that many of the Hebrew 
words for evil and wickedness are connected with the 
idea of hurry (cf. Isa. 32:4). As also our own 
English word “wicked” is said to be derived from 
“quick.” The wicked man is the man in a hurry. 
For instinctively he knows that his time is short. The 
good man has all eternity in which God can implement 
his purposes of grace concerning him. He can there- 
fore be patient as God is. 


5. Faith is not in itself a quality conferring such 
and such distinctions upon a man. It is merely an atti- 
tude of the soul. And whether it be a good thing or 
a bad thing depends entirely upon the object of faith. 
“Abram believed” tells us nothing. Plenty of men 
since Abram have believed, and their belief has been their 
undoing. But “Abram believed God” tells us every- 
thing. The man who exercises faith is either uplifted 
or degraded, not according to his faith, but according 
to whether the object of his faith be uplifting or de- 
grading. 

Tunsrince WELLS, ENG. 


od 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT ways was Abraham a pioneer? 


2. What was definite in Jehovah’s instructions to 
Abram? 
3. What was indefinite,— the thing which challenged 
Abram’s faith in God? 
4. What was definite in God’s promise,—in lieu of 
the indefiniteness of the destination? 


5. What promise made to Abraham by God was com- 
pletely fulfilled in his own lifetime? 

6. What promise was delayed four hundred years? 

7. What promise has not yet been kept fully, and why? 

8. What other promise is being constantly fulfilled even 
to this day? 

9. What characteristics of Abraham does the Golden 
Text indicate? 

10. What characteristic does the incident with Lot 
show? 

11. What verse stresses ,the vision of faith? 

12. What high title did Abram’s faith in God win for 
him, —a title unique in Scripture? 


13. Why was Abraham called the friend of God? 
(Personal.) 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
‘week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Ur, the “Up-to-Date” City.—The Lord had said 
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy. country, .. . and 
I will make of thee a great nation (Gen. 12:1, 2). 
As I take up this lesson note all the world is thrilled 
with the news of the wonderful things the spade has 
revealed at Abram’s old home town of Ur. The Lon- 
don Illustrated News is showing great full pages in 
color. And such jewelry! The British Museum and 
Pennsylvania University have been excavating for 
some time. They have found a high civilization that 
was very old five thousand years ago. The art can- 
not be surpassed today. You ought to see Queen 
Shubad’s golden head dress, oh, boy! (London IIlus- 
trated News, August 11, 1928; full page in color.) 
Lots of other fine things that only a highly cultivated 
people can produce. Oh, you “cave man”! Oh, you 
“stone age ancestors’! Say, Professor, don’t make 
me laff; I got a split lip! Oh, yes, I may have re- 
ferred to this in some previous note, but the Corner 
would just as lief repeat when it comes to clinching 
the truth of the old Book. Genesis says man came 
full-fledged from the hand of God, made in his image, 
and all the digging into old cities and the revealing 
of old civilizations prove the Book is right. So we 
find that Abram was a cultivated gentleman of the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. , 
Third Quarter 
1. July 6—Abraham. (A Pioneer of Faith.) 
. Gen. 12:1-5; 13:1-12; 17: 1-8; 18: 22-33; Heb. 11 : 8-10 
2. July 13—Jacob. (A Selfish Man Transformed.) 
Gen. 25: 19-34; chapters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47:12 
3. July 20.—Moses. (A Courageous Leader.) 
Exod. 1 : 8-14; 2:1-22; 3: 1°14; IL: 1-10; 32: 30- 
35; Deut. 34:1-8; Heb. 11 : 23-29 
4. July 27.—Deborah. (May be used with Temperance 
Applications.) (A Leader in a National Emer- 


BENCH.) veccsevecccccecesecccseesseeenecenens Judges 4: 1-15 
5. August 3.—Naomi and Ruth. (A Study in Racial 
Relationships.) ....cecccccsesscecccess The Book of Ruth 


6. August 10.—Hannah. (A Godly Mother.) 

7 1 Samuel 1 : 1-28; 2: 1-11, 18, 19; 3: 1-18 

7. August 17.--Saul. (A Man of Great Possibilities 

~who Failed ...1 Sam. 8 to 11; 13; 15; 16 : 14-23; 
19 :Q-12; 28; 31 

8. August 24.—Jonathan and David. (A Noble Friend- 
ship.) ..1 Sam. 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20; 2 Sam. 1: 17-27 

9. August 31.—Amos. (A Herdsman Called of God to 
be a Prophet.) ...ccccccscccsecsees The Book of Amos 

10. September 7.—Josiahy (May be Used with Temper- 

ance Applications.) (A Royal Reformer.) 2 Kings 
22; 23: 1-3, 21-25; 2 Chron. 34 and 35 

11. September 14.—Jeremiah, (The Prophet of Individual 
Religion.) ....scccccceece Jer. 1: 1-10; 14: 7-22; 31 : 27-34 

12. September 21.—Jonah. (The Narrow Nationalist 
Rebuked.) .......cccccccsscsscces Read the Book of Jonah 
13. September 28.—Review. The Greatness of the God-fearing 








old school, when God called him out of a finished 
and up-to-date city where conveniences were plenty 
and life for the rich man was easy. Yes, called him 
to go and leave it all to start a new nation away out 
in “the wild and woolly West,” so to speak. God's 
idea was to get the one good man of his day off by 
himself and with him build up a new and better race, 
which should be “a great nation.” If you visit Lon- 
don or Philadelphia where the remains of Ur are to 
be seen, you can better believe that Sarai must have 
been as attractive as the Bible makes her out. For 
listen, girls, they found in Ur all the little things 
you have to have to get ready for the party — yes, 
beauty doctors and all! The Abram family were as 
up-to-date as any family of high standing today. They 
had everything but the electrical stuff (Gen. 12:11, 
14; 20: 2, 16). 

The Grabbers.—/f thow wilt take the left hand, 
then I will go to the right (13:9). If you want proof 
that Abram was a cultured gentleman of the old 
schodil, here you have it. “Before me, sah!” Have 
you ever had occasion to run over the history of those 
who have been content with what was left? The 
Scotch. The Swiss. The rich broad acres of Lan- 
caster County, Pa., were owned by the Scotch-Irish, 
and the poor frugal Germans took what was left 
among the scrub oaks and on the hills. Now the 
“Pennsylvania Dutch” own pretty much the whole of 
the county—and such farms, oh, boy! The fellow 
who “looks out for Number One” only rarely does 
very much for “Number One.” Alexander in an 
ancient day. Napoleon in a later day, and others who 
will occur to you in this latest day. The every-fel- 
iow - for - himseif - and - the - bow - wows - take - 
the-hindmost kind of man (or woman) is hardly ever 
there when the roll is called. Just look around you 
in the little local world where you are and see. The 
merchants, for example. Let’s take Chicago as an 
average of East to West. There is the Marshall 
Field concern, the greatest retail store in the world. 
This company has never been a grab-it-all in the mat- 
ter of trade. Never have used their wonderful store 
for Sunday advertising. Have let the other stores 
on the street have it all their own way. In the 
Marshall Field store every window curtain is down 
tight on Sunday, and as you pass the enormous estab- 
lishment_you have it impressed upon you that it is the 
Lord’s Day in Chicago. And mind you, too, those 
Marshall Field windows aré-famous all over the world 
and one of the sights of Chicago, a great exhibition in 
themselves. You will also please remember that Uncle 
Abram became extremely prosperous even though he 
was not a grabber. Thousands have been like him 
beside Marshall Field. As for Lot, the boy who 
grabs the big apple, — well, the fruit, in a very real 
sense, turned out to be a “Dead Sea Apple” —all 
ashes. Lot was not the last grabber. There was 
David (2 Sam. 12:7). And Ahab (1 Kings 21:19). 
And Haman (Esth. 7:10). And James and John 
(Luke 9:54). And those fellows you will read about 
in your newspaper tomorrow. 


Obey and Prosper.—By faith Abraham, when he 
was called, obeyed to go ... for he looked for the 
city which hath the foundations (Heb. 11: 8, 10, R. V.). 
I am still looking over the London Illustrated News, 
and am more and more amazed at the things they 
are finding there at Ur, Abram’s old home town, out of 
which he was called. We certainly cannot excel 
these beautiful things in this our smart day. That is 
to say, Abram’s city here on earth was a city of 
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foundations, and such foundations! Not a city of 
posts on a river bank or in a jungle as we see among 
primitive peoples — ‘‘cave men” and “bush men.” But 
a city of strong walls and full of beauty of architecture 
and adornment. Abraham looked for another city 
more beautiful and more glorious than his native 
“Paris,” “London,” “New York,” “Philadelphia,” 
“Washington,” or whatever; lovely and noble as the 
old home town might be —if you get what I mean! 
The striking characteristic of Abram was his faith. 
You may remember a while ago I called attention to 
the only thing I remembered in my studies in Political 
Economy. It is John Stuart Mill’s dictum: “Faith 
does not reason, it acts.” Here is the early example. 
Perhaps the earliest illustration of the wise crack. 
When “called,” Abram “obeyed to go.” The same 
thing happened when “called” to take Isaac (Gen. 22: 
2, 3). This Abram quality, this “obeyed to go” strain 
in the genus homo is one of the scarcest articles in 
the world. Do you have it in your blood? Hurrah 
for you if you have! Alas for you if you haven't. 
One of Coatesville’s most successful steel manufac- 
turers used to complain to me as he sat in my office, 
“Bill, I have one dickens of a time to find a man 
who will do just exactly what I will tell him. Have | 
you one among that Sunday-school bunch of yours?” 
At last Mr. Sharpless Worth found his sought-for boy | 
in Norman Entrekin. Because of his “obedience to 
go” Mr. Worth was able to mold him for his pur- 
pose and to fit his shoes. The result was Norman 
Entrekin became the general manager of the great 
mill. He held the position until in the prime of life 
he retired to live in a fine home on Easy Street. 
foral: When you are called, can you obey? “My 
son, give me thine heart” (Prov. 23: 26). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 








MateERIALS: A boy with a well-trained dog. 


WE ARE all admiring John’s dog this morning. 
Most of us like dogs. Did you ever think why 
dogs have been so useful to man? Perhaps it is be- 
cause they are teachable, and learn to obey. 

John, I wish you would show us some of the stunts 
your dog can do. (Boy shows how the dog will obey 
his commands. ) 

That is fine. Now I want to ask you folk some 
questions. Why does that dog obey John? Is it 
because he is afraid of him? No, indeed, it is be- 
cause he loves and trusts him. When John calls him 
to follow, does he know where John is going? Does 
he care? Why, of course not. All his care is that 
he is following his beloved master. He is a great 
example of faith. 

Doesn’t this make you think of Abraham? God 
called him to leave his wonderful city of Ur of the 
Chaldees, a great city with a luxurious civilization, 
and go out to a land that he knew not, where he 
would be a stranger and a pilgrim. Why did he go? 
He was not compelled to go. But God called him to 
go, and he loved God and trusted him, so he went. 
Because of his faith and obedience, God honored him 
with a great inheritance, and gave to him a unique 
title, “My friend” (Isa. 41:8). 

Has God called you to a special service, and are 
you saying, “I can’t quite see my way clear to do this. 
I would like to, but—”? Why, bless your heart, God 
doesn’t ask you to see. Faith is not sight. If God 
calls you, just shut your eyes and put your hand in his, 
and GO where he leads. 


Mount Hermon, Cat. 








we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
IMustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


The Breath of the Spirit.—The Lord had said unto 
Abram (Gen. 12:1). In the north of England they 
have been digging the coal for a century. They have 
gone miles and miles away from the shaft, under the 
sea, and there is danger of men getting lost. I heard 
of two old miners who lost their way. Their lights 
went out and they were in danger of losing their 
lives. After wandering around for a long time, they 
sat down, and one of them said, “Let us sit perfectly 
































quiet, and see if. we cannot feel which 
way the air is moving, because it always 
moves toward the shaft.” There they sat 
for a long time, when all at once one of 
them felt a slight touch on his cheek, 
and he sprang to his feet and said, “I 
felt it.’ They went in the direction in 
which the air was moving and reached 
the shaft. Sometimes there comes a lit- 
tle breath from God that touches our 
souls. It may be so gentle and faint that 
you barely recognize it; but if you do, 
do not disregard it. Thank God that he 
has spoken to you, and praise him for it, 
and whatever may come do not go in the 
opposite direction. Give yourself up to 
be led by it, and you will come out of 
darkness, out of bondage, out of sorrow, 
into perpetual light and joy.—/lrom 
“Moody's Stories.” Sent by Mrs. E. J. 
M. Dickson, Tewksbury, Mass. 


“The Path of the Just.””-— A Jand that 
I will shew thee (v. 1). A little boy 
walked along a country lane one dark 
night, with his father, and carried 
the lantern, The black silence all 
about frightened him. He said, “Father, 
this light reaches such a little way, 
I am afraid.” His father answered, 
“True, my boy, but if you walk on, the 
light will shine to the end of your jour- 
ney.” There are night times in the Chris- 
tian’s experience when God gives his 
followers only enough light for them to 
take the next step. And that is all that 
is needed. We may be sure of one thing, 
—the light will never go out. If we 
walk on, it will shine to the end of the 
journey —From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Miss G. B. Dowen, Sur- 
biton, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Three Means of Guidance.—Now 
the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father’s house, unto a land 
that I will shew thee. (v. 1). Three 
experiences with the labyrinths at Hamp- 
ton Court and Cedar Hill, with hedges so 
high that one cannot look over them, 
illustrate the need of a guide and the 
method of guiding. (1) A friend wan- 
dered leisurely through the Hampton 
Court Maze, but when he wished to go 
out he could not find the way. A man 
in the tower, who could look down upon 
the whole plan, called to him, and by his 
voice directed him at every turn. So the 
all-knowing God guides us, if we look 
to him. “I will guide thee with mine 
eye.” (2) We bought a plan, studied 
it, and found our way by means of it. 
So the Bible is our guide in life, therefore 
it is wise to study it. (3) In the Waltham 
Maze, we found a guide in the tower 
by the entrance, and at every turn we 
looked to him for some word or sign 
of guidance, as in life we may look to our 
heavenly Father.—From Peloubet’s Select 
Notes. Sent by Martha Nichol, Forest 
Grove, Ore. 


How Livingstone Took a Criticism. 
—Let there be no strife .. . between me 
and thee (Gen. 13:8). Misjudged by a 
fellow missionary, Livingstone gave up 
his house and garden at Mabotsa, with 
all the toil and money they had cost him, 
rather than have any scandal before the 
heathen, and began in a new place the 
labor of house and school building, and 
gathering the people around him. His 
colleague was so struck with his gener- 
osity that he said had he known his in- 
tention, he never would have spoken a 
word against him. Parting with his 
garden cost him a great pang. “I like a 
garden,” he wrote, “but Paradise will 
make amends for all our privaticrs here.” 
—From Dr, Peloubet. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


Two Oars Needed.—By faith Abra- 
ham ... went out (Heb. 11:8). An old 
ferryman away in the Highlands has 
painted the word “Faith” on one oar and 
“Works” on the other. Most passengers 
ask him the reason. “Well,” is his reply, 
“to make a passage across the river you 
need both oars. See where ‘Faith’ with- 
out ‘Works’ takes us—” He ships one 
oar and pulls with “Faith” only, round 
and round in a circle, while the stream 
drifts them out to sea. “Or try ‘Works’ 
without ‘Faith,’ and you make just as 
little headway. It is just the same in 
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the journey through earth to Heaven!” 
—lrom “This is the Way,’ by an Un- 
known Christian. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, 


Where to Turn Our Eyes.—He 
looked for a city ... whose builder and 
maker is God (v. 10). Not long ago 
there lived an old bedridden saint, and a 
Christian lady who visited her found her 
always very cheerful. This visitor had 
a lady friend of wea who constantly 
looked on the dark side of things, and 
was always cast down although she was 
a professed Christian. She thought it 
would do this lady good to see the bed- 
ridden saint, so she took her down to 
the house. She lived in the garret, five 
stories up, and when they had got to the 
first story, the lady drew up her dress 
and said, “How dark and filthy it is!” 
“It’s better higher up,” said her friend. 
They got to the next story, and it was 
no better; the lady complained again, but 
her friend replied, “It’s better higher up.” 
At the third floor it seemed still worse, 
and the lady kept complaining, but her 
friend kept saying, “It’s better higher 
up.” At last they got to the fifth story, 
and when they went into the sickroom 
there was a nice carpet on the floor, there 
were flowering plants in the window and 
little birds singing. And there they 
found this bedridden saint — one of those 
saints whom is polishing for his 
own temple — just beaming with joy. The 
lady said to her, “It must be very hard 
for you to lie here.’ She smiled and said, 
“It’s better higher up.” Yes! And if 
things go against us, my friends, let us 
remember that “it’s better higher up.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Faith Without Works.—PBy faith 
Abraham, when he was called, obeyed 
(Golden Text). Knowing the truth is 
not doing the truth. . . . The story is 
told of a famous devotional writer, that 
he and his family were on a steamer about 
to sail, and his wife was distracted with 
a number of details that needed atten- 
tion. “Her husband was finally located 
in his stateroom, where he was finishing 
a chapter on the importance of faithful- 
ness in the little commonplaces of life. 
Both the writers and readers of devo- 
tional books have need of watching the 
relation between knowing and doing. ... 
Love-doings are the outgoings and evi- 
dence of real faith—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the obedient faith of thy 
friend Abraham. We thank thee for the 
recognition that thou didst give to Abra- 
ham’s faith. May we obey thy calls to us 
as simply and as confidently as he did. In 
the hour when we do not see the path 
stretching oyt clearly ahead of us, may we 
then go forward with special confidence, 
knowing that thou wilt open up the way 
to those who trust thee. Help us to be 
obedient in all our walk with thee, and may 
we not ask why, or when, or whither in 
any doubting spirit, but quietly seek thy 
will for each day, each moment. We ask it 
in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Can you give me the 
first three words of the Golden Text? 
Yes, “By faith Abraham.” Suppose you 
should put your own name right there 
in place of Abraham, and think of the 
many times when God has called you to 
follow him over paths, the end of which 
you did not know. Could it be said of 
you that you have obeyed? Think of 
these words for a moment, — “by faith 
— obeyed — not knowing.” ‘How glorious 
it is to step out in faith into the way 
that God points out! What we really 
need to know is that we are honestly 
obeying him step by step, day by day, 
moment by moment. There is no better 
way for any of us than the way of faith 
and the way of obedience. May God help 
each one of us to follow the way that 
God points out. Let us pray. 





ABRAHAM 


BY FAITH 
OBEYED 
NOT KNOWING 


DO WE? 











Lesson Hymns 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
“His Way with Thee.” 
“If Jesus Goes with Me.” 
“Trust and Obey.” : 
“If You Wamt to Be Happy, Take Jesus.” 
“Faith is the Victory.’ 
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If the life of God in all its fullness is 
not being manifested in me, then the fault 
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is mine not God’s—Oswald Chambers. 
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| i D, willing more abundantly 


to show unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 
that by two immutable things, 
(His word and oath) in which it 
was impossible for God to lie, 
we might have a strong consol- 
ation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set 
before us.” (Heb. 6:17,18, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THe PriNncIPLE OF MULTIPLE 
AppEAL.—Use as many channels of 
appeal as possible. 











ERHAPS it is taking advantage a 

bit of the usual meaning of the sug- 
gested principle to use it as we are about 
to do, and yet it may be as suggestive 
for us as some other might be. In the 
study of any character it is valuable to 
view it from many sides. The psychol- 
ogists incline to the view that each of us 
is many selves instead of one, but this 
seems to be an effort to account for ab- 
normal conditions rather than a descrip- 
tion of the normal personality. At least 
as the ordinary man looks at it the per- 
sonality is rather a unity with many as- 
pects; and this is the point of view that 
comports best with the suggested use of 
the above principle. It will be a good 
exercise to let the class suggest the varied 
angles from which the personality of 
Abraham may be viewed. 

The Junior topic points to him as a 
pioneer, and the Golden Text is a strik- 
ing Scripture which lends itself to the 
suggestion. If it be true that he came 
out of a highly developed civilization, as 
the archeologist is telling us, and went 
out not knowing whither, at the call of 
God, then he has more right to the title 
of pioneer than we may have thought. 
As a man of faith, father indeed of the 
faithful, he has long and rightly been 
honored, and his career may be analyzed 
with much profit from this point of view. 
The Golden Text also involves this sig- 
nificance. 

His friendship with God is the basis 
of the study. for Young People and 
Adults; and this friend of God is one 
whose career is full of fruitful suggestion 
for those who follow after, even down to 
our own day. The incident with Lot 
might also justify a study of this friend 
of God as also an unselfish friend of man. 
It is worthy of contemplation also to 
what extent his friendship with God is 
the explanation of all the other aspects 
of his character that make him note- 
worthy. 


HUuNTINGDON, Pa. 
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~ For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD from Genesis 11:26 through 
: 25:11; Joshua 24: 2, 3; Hebrews 11: 

-10. 

From these passages you can refresh 
your memory on the entire life of Abra- 
ham, and find for your class the real 
beauty of his obedience. Some of the 
little folks may not have the lesson taught 
them at home. So it will be best to tell 
the story to the class, promising to give 
a little test at the end of the story to 
see how many have paid good attention, 
and how much of the story each one 
remembers. 

Tell the class we are to study for a 
while about some men and women of the 
Old Testament, people who lived a long 
time before the Lord Jesus came into 
the world. First, we are going to learn 
about Abraham, the man who believed 
God and obeyed him. When Abraham 
was a boy the world was very sinful. 
People everywhere were worshiping false 
gods. All this sin grieved the Lord God, 
because he loved the world, and had 2 
great’ plan to save it. 

Abraham grew to be a man in a city 
called Ur, over on the east side, of the 
river Euphrates. At first he was named 
Abram, which means “High Father,” per- 
haps because he was the oldest son, and 
according to the custom of the country 
he would be the father or head of his 
father’s family. One day the Lord God 
told Abram to leave his comfortable city 
home, his kin people and friends, and go 
to a country that the Lord would show 
him. At the same time the Lord prom- 





ised to make of Abram a great nation, to 
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Lesson for July 6 


make his name great, and to make him a 
blessing. Then the Lord added one more 
promise greater and more wonderful 
than all the others. Have the class re- 
peat it with you, “In thee shall all fam- 
ilies of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). 

Explain to the class that one of 
Abram’s descendants should be the Earth- 
Blesser. Perhaps the children know that 
this Earth-Blesser is the very same Lord 
Jesus about whom we have been studying. 
We do not know just how the Lord God 
made himself known to Abram, who no 
doubt worshiped the moon as his fore- 
fathers had.done, before the Lord spoke 
to him. But after he heard God’s voice, 
he believed in the Lord, and never wor- 
shiped the moon any more. He left the 
city of Ur, and all his friends, and spent 
the rest of his life living with his fam- 
ily in tents. Whenever he would stay a 
while at any place he would always build 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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an altar to the true God who had spoken 
to him. 

At first he stopped with his father 
Terah up at Haran. They stayed here 
until Terah died. But God showed 
Abram that he was not to stay at Haran 
which was on the same side of the 
Euphrates as Ur. So after his father’s 
death, Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot 
his dead brother’s son, and all their 
servants and their cattle, and crossed over 
the river Euphrates, and came into the 
land of Canaan. This was the land God 
had promised to give him. Later on God 
promised to give him a son. The Lord 
also changed his name to Abraham, mean- 
ing “Father of Many Nations.” The 
people of Canaan called him the Hebrew, 
which means the “Man Who Crossed 
Over.” When he crossed the Euphrates, 
he left all the moon worship and other 
idolatry on the other side, and although 
he lived a hundred years after he crossed 
the river he never went back. 

After Abraham had been in Canaan a 
while there was a famine. Instead of 
asking God what to do for food for his 
family and his cattle, he went down into 
Egypt, where he got into trouble. But 
after a time he went back to Bethel, 
where he had lived at first, and where he 
had built an altar. At Bethel he called 
on the name of the Lord: 

Both Abraham and Lot had great herds 
of cattle and flocks of sheep and goats. 
One day the men who looked after Abra- 
ham’s cattle and the men who looked 
after Lot’s cattle had a quarrel over the 
pastures. Abraham told Lot it would 
be better for them to separate than to 
quarrel. He told Lot to take the choice 
of the land. Lot acted very selfishly, 
and took the rich pasture lands in the 
plain of the Jordan, living in the sinful 
cities of the plain. But Abraham lived 
in his tent home in the land of Canaan, 
which was God’s choice for him. This 
pleased the Lord God, who told Abra- 
ham that he and his seed should have 
all the land he could see, north and south, 
east and west. 

Close the lesson by asking the class 
some leading questions on the story. Also 
make a loving application of how Abra- 
ham believed.God and obeyed him. Re- 
peat the Memory Verse: “By faith 
Abraham, when he was called, obeyed” 
(Heb. 11: 8a). 

Cuinton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Pioneers. 


Discussion: What kind of pioneering 
has been of greatest blessing to the 
world? 


Objective: Adventuring with God. 











AY, fellows, don’t you love a pioneer! 

As you recall the stories you have 
enjoyed most, doubtless they were the 
tales of adventure and of conquest. The 
word “pioneer” brings to mind “Davy” 
Crocket or Daniel Boone. Yes, and away 
back, Robinson Crusoe. More recently, 
Lindbergh and Commander Byrd. There 
is something fascinating about a daring 
soul breaking through all barriers and 
penetrating an undiscovered country or 
entering an experience absolutely novel 
to mankind. It is always easier to be in- 
terested in history through the person- 
alities who make history. And if that 
personality does a daring thing — takes 
his life in his hand—then the story be- 
comes thrilling. Pioneers are the punc- 
tuation marks of history. There are the 
exclamation points, the colons, and the 
commas, for some appear more important 
than others—always with varying em- 
phasis. Was it not the “Question Mark” 
that set‘a new record in endurance flights 
a few months ago? 

_The Bible record presents many 
pioneers. Today we have Abraham. I 
would call him an “exclamation point” 
because he is outstanding. He takes our 
breath away, if we really consider what 
he did. He was certainly not an “inter- 
rogation point,” for he never questioned 





God’s promises and never hesitated to 
follow God’s instructions. For a brief 
pause he was a “comma” at Haran and 
perhaps a “parenthesis” in Egypt, but he 
got out of that, and I am sure he was a 
“dash” when Lot-fell into trouble. Any- 
how, Abraham was a shining “asterisk” 
in a period of darkness, and in the round- 
ing out of his chapter the word faith is 
underscored. 

“By faith Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed to go out unto a place 
which he was to receive for an inheri- 
tance; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went” (Heb. 11:8). 

He went out, not knowing. God does 
not choose always to let us know. Hé 
wants us to trust him. Abraham did not 
bother about the thing he did not know, 
because he had faith in God. There are 
many mysteries in the record of God’s 
dealings with his people — mysteries we 
cannot hope to understand. It is not 
necessary for us to understand them. 
Was it not Mark Twain who said, “I 
am not worried about the things in the 
Bible I cannot understand. What wor- 
ries me are the things in the Bible that I 
do understand”? That is sound philoso- 
phy. Let’s investigate as much as we like. 
God gave us our minds to use to their 
utmost; but when we come to the un- 
explainable mysteries, faith in God takes 
the place of knowledge. And if we but 
knew it, faith brings us a blessed relaxa- 
tion. It is in the unknown path where 
faith shines. Holding faith by the hand, 
we can push along in the dark, and sing 
and laugh as we go. 

So with all pioneers, fellows; they got 
their greatest kick out of the things they 
did, adventuring in faith. There were 
Enoch and Noah and Moses and Joshua 
and David and Paul —all of them great 
pioneers because, in faith, they broke the 
ice of a new experience and sailed un- 
charted seas. 

Is the pioneering all done? Bless your 
hearts, no. Any fellow can be a pioneer 
if he is willing to trust God. No two 
fellows in all the world are exactly alike. 
No two experiences are alike; no two 
days alike. Right out there, just next 
to you, is your field of exploration. No- 
body has ever been in it — it is exclusively 
yours to pioneer in. You cannot see 


across it. You do not-need to. God is. 


calling you out into it. Take faith by 
the hand and step out. Do the next thing. 
Do it in a clean and fine way —trusting. 
Then the second step will appear. God 
can use “moment by moment” fellows — 
those who are willing to make the start, 
and to carry on, without demanding to 
see all the way through. Be an “excla- 
mation point,” and there will be discov- 
eries to make you glad and make the 
world glad and cause your Lord to re- 
joice in a trusting servant. 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


By answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the-issue of 
CurIsTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuHrIsTIAN YoutH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published: by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical.“value of home- 
work on the lessen, by having a copy of 
CuristiaAn YoutnH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 


uses both that paper and THe SuNpDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 


If your class is not yet taking the new 


paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Where did Abram live when God 
first called him? 


2. How many promises did God make 
to Abram, based on his leaving his home 
and kindred? 
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3. How far did Abram obey God? 

4. How did Abram fail in his obedi- 
ence? 

5. What trouble did his disobedience 
bring upon him? 

6. What outlook upon life was one of 
the secrets of Abram’s strength of faith 
and character? 


ne 
Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 

















How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


(1) The faithfulness -of the God of 
Abraham to 


(2) The faith-full Abraham. 





HE values of Old Testament study 

are many and rich, but none surpass, 
in results, what we may learn therein of 
the character of God through his dealings 
with those men and women of the He- 
brew race whose lives make the history 
of their people. Let us, then, through 
this Quarter’s lessons, make this our 
central theme, in teaching our girls, seek- 
ing through each character we study to 
find at least one great fact concerning the 
character of the God whom they all wor- 
shiped — whom we worship. 

Some of these men and women will 
furnish negative lessons, warnings for 
us all; others will furnish inspiration 
for higher living than even we of this 
Christian era have yet attained; but 
through them all the same mighty Je- 
hovah-God will shine in the divine glory 
of the Father whom Jesus Christ taught 
us to adore. 


(1) In this initial study of Abraham, 
“the pioneer” of the Old Testament, what 
one truth about God stands out above all 
others? The answer will be unanimous 
from all who know the facts of his life 
—that in this life-story we see the faith- 
fulness of God to this chosen father of 
his chosen people. 

But these life-facts about Abraham are 
not known to many of your girls, as you 
will find if you will question them a bit 
on them. Beyond a hazy idea that Abra- 
ham was a man who lived very long ago 
and“was always “good,” perhaps that he 
had one son Isaac by his beautiful wife 
Sarai and an orphan nephew Lot with 
whom he divided his land unselfishly, you 
will find they know little upon which to 
base such a study. 


(2) So, first, lay in certain great facts 
that do reveal both phases of our char- 
acter study: the faithfulness of God to 
the faithful Abraham. Take Abraham in 
his family relations first of all, — note 
his unswerving devotion to that beautiful 
and somewhat selfish wife, a love that 
led him into a lie, in Egypt —so after 
all he was not so “good” as your girls 
probably have thought him. But God’s 
goodness to him shines even through this 
sin of his —the Ever-Faithful even when 
we fail him. Note Abraham’s truly 
fatherly love toward that very selfish 
adopted son (was not Lot virtually this?) 
Lot; and his gentleness toward that slave 
woman Hagar and her son Ishmael. None 
of Sarai’s hardness of heart can we find 
in Abraham’s conduct in this case, and 
it is clear God did not hold Abraham re- 
sponsible for this situation but rather 
Sarai herself. But God’s faithfulness to 
Abraham, according to that first promise 
(Gen. 12:3), prevails all through these 
family ties and trials. The birth of this 
“son of promise” was the firstfruits of 
God’s faithfulness to Abraham. 

Look ‘next at Abraham in what we 
would call today his religious life — 
though none of life can be truly so unless 
all is. It is notable that every time 
Abraham made a fresh venture of faith, 
his first act was one of worship. Three 
times we read that, upon settling in some 
new place, Abraham builded an altar unto 
the Lord, and “there Abraham called 
upon the name of the Lord.” How often 
we find him communing with God, and 
how close was that communion! (Gen. 
12:7, 8; 13:4, 183 15: 1-6; 17: 1-3, the 
whole of Gen. 18 and 22.) Faithful was 
Abraham. 

The climax of both these facts appears 
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in Abraham’s offering of his son in re- 
sponse to God’s call (don’t fail to note 
that this emphasis is as plainly recorded 
as a fact as any other in Abraham's life), 
and God’s response to that faith of Abra- 
ham’s. Save time for the reading of 
chapter 22, as the best single illustration 
of our lesson theme. The Old Testament 
holds no more vivid and heart-moving 
story — may it move your girls’ hearts, 
in faith, toward the God of all faithful- 


ness. 
Home Study 


In complement as well as contrast to 
the notes on the preceding six months’ 
lessons, shall we not keep another series 
on “The God of the Old Testament” as 
we see him through the lives of the He- 
brew people? What examples of God's 
faithfulness toward Abraham can you 
note? Read Genesis 12:1 to 22: 24, this 
week, as you think of this answer, 


Rasun Gap, Ga. 
. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for June 29) 


1. Because the lessons dealt with only a 
portion of the assigned Scriptures. 


2. Chapter 18: 15-35. 


3. The entire Scripture assignment is en- 
compassed fairly under the lesson title. 


4. The ascension is not even alluded to in 
this Gospel. 

5. Mark’s Gospel merely mentions the as- 
cension without any description of it, but 
Luke twice records it fully, in both his Gos- 
pel and in the Acts. Like Matthew, John 
does not include it in his Gospel. 

6. Upon his miraculous birth, resurrection, 
and ascension. 


7. Upon the fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecy regarding the promised Messiah. 

“Who do ye say that I am?” (16: 18) 
and, “What then shall J do with Jesus 
(27: 22.) 

9. Lesson 1.—‘‘Come after me.” Lesson 
2.—The child way,—humility. Lesson 3. 
—The opposite of the way of sorrow taken 
by the rich young ruler, which was away 
from Christ. Lesson 5.—The way of lowly 
ministry. Lesson 6.—The way of implicit, 
trusting obedience. Lesson 8.—The way of 
readiness for the Master’s coming. Lesson 
9.—The way of a faithful steward. Lesson 
10.—The way of submission to the will of 
God. Lesson 11.—The way of sacrifice. 


' 10. Lesson 1.—‘‘Coming after Jesus” is 
the best way to learn truth. Lesson 6.— 
The truth is learned through obedience. Les- 
son 7.—The truth enables us rightly to 
discern where and how to place our loyalty. 
Lesson 11.—The truth (fact) of the Atone- 
ment. Lesson 12.—The truth (fact) of the 
nade resurrection of our Lord. 


Lesson 3.—Christ the author of life 
hes “all power, even over death, life’s great 
enemy. Lesson 4.—The only happy life is 
the life of complete surrender to Christ. 








Lesson 5.—The lofty life attainable only 
through lowly ministry. Lesson 8.—The 
confident life is the life of readiness. Le | 
son 9.—The fruitful life is the life of faith- 
ful stewardship. Lesson 11.—Christ died 
that we might have life. Lesson 12.—He 
arose from the grave in the body. We, too, 
shall be raised up and live. 
12. Personal. 


13. Personal, 





Children at Home 








The Baby Hunt 
By the Farm Mother 


The letters from the Farm Mother to her 
own son at college and then to other 
college students, published some time 
ago, were greatly enjoyed by Times 
readers, and many were the. students 
who were helped by them. Here is a 
true sketch of the Farm Mother’s Farm. 


T WAS a spring morning, all green 

and blue and sweet-smelling, the sort 
of day that just pulls you out of doors 
in spite of yourself. Virginia Lou had 
come out from the city to spend the week- 
end on the farm, and we decided to go 
on a baby hunt. Now, Virginia Lou has 
always longed for a baby sister, but, as 
I explained to her, somebody just has to 
be the baby of the family, so our hunt 
was not for that kind of baby. Here 
on the farm at this time of year it seems 
that there are babies everywhere. 

First we went down into the orchard 
where years ago Virginia Lou’s two lit- 
tle cousins and I had set out two small 
clumps of bluebells and a half. dozen of 
violets. Now, under the apple trees that 
were just bursting into bloom, there 
stretched the loveliest blue carpet, and 
right on the edge ot it sat a row of little 
tin bungalows. Here we found our first 
babies, a whole colony of fluffy yellow 
chicks that came running into our hands 
as we laid them, palm upward, on the 
ground. It was fun to feel their downy 
softness and their tickly little feet. They 
were only a few days old and Virginia 
Lou laughed to see that some of them had 
already learned to scratch as industriously 
as their mothers. 

From the orchard we went to a long, 
low building with many windows and 
one small door in the end opening upon 
a clover meadow. In the clover near 
this house several very ugly old hog 
mothers were breakfasting. I warned 
Virginia Lou that she must never enter 
this enclosure alone. She shrugged her 
shoulders and answered, “You don’t need 
to worry. I suppose if I lived here I'd 
get used to them. I’m satisfied now to 
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look at them through the fence.” Just. 
then a cow came sniffing up to the hog’s 
' breakfast table and an old sow, hissing 
almost like a snake, opened her mouth 
close to the old cow’s nose and showed 
a jagged row of wicked-looking fangs. 
Virginia Lou drew back in fright and 
was about to leave when from within 
the building there came such a din as 
you might expect from fifty school boys 
all in hobnailed boots stampeding out 
to play ; and out of the little door poured 
more than fifty of the plumpest, cleanest 
little pig boys: and girls, each with its 
tail neatly curled and its comical ears 
flopping. One fat little fellow slipped 
under the gate into the lane where we 
stood -watching. When he saw us he 
squealed: and tried to hide under a pile 
of lumber. ‘I coaxed Virginia Lou to pull 
his tail just:hard enough to straighten 
out the curl. He didn’t seem to feel this 
so we took hold of his hind legs. Here- 
upon he let out such a scream that his 
mother came running to the fence with 
a terrible bark and Virginia Lou beat a 
hasty retreat. 

Next we climbed up into the mow of 
the big cattle barn, but here we found no 
babies yet. Under the eaves was a 
pigeon’s nest with two white eggs in it 
and dozens of sparrow families were 
noisily setting up housekeeping. We knew 
that before many days there would be 
babies here, not pretty fluffy ones like the 
downy chicks, but naked little bodies top- 
ped with enormous gaping mouths. 

The big hay door in the end of the loft 
bey as open and through it we could look 

or miles over gently rolling fields, 
pal freshly green, some bare and brown. 
Just then we heard voices below us and 
Virginia Lou’s uncle with the hired man 
and his boy came into the lane driving a 
crowding, jostling bunch of black cows 
just being turned out to grass after a 
long winter of corn and dry old. fodder 
and hay. They were as eager for the 
juicy treat as Virginia Lou is for the 
first ice cream cone of the season. We 
heard one of the men say, “That little 
fellow is likely to give us trouble. He’s 
’most too little to keep up.” Leaning out 
of the hay door we saw “he cunningest 
baby we had found yet, a brand new 
Angus calf with the tiniest, thinnest lit- 
tle body, and the longest, wabbliest-look- 
ing legs. His ears stuck out so long and 
funny that the hired man’s boy said he 
looked like a big black jack rabbit. Then 
some one opened the pasture gate and as 
the herd went milling through there was 
a shout, “Hi! Who said he couldn't 
keep up? Look at him go!” And dash- 
ing far ahead of his elders on his funny 
crooked legs “Little Black Jack Rabbit” 
led the procession out to grass for the 
long, sweet summer holiday. 
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Gifts for current expenses or for the endowment of the 


MORGAN H. THOMAS, Treasurer, 
12 South® Sixth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


FOR A STUDENT planning to enter a theological seminary three questions are important : 
1—What does the seminary actually stand for? 
2—What is the reputation and ability of the faculty ? 
3—What advantages are offered in the seminary’s location ? 


Westminster Theological Seminary 


PHILADELPHIA 


1—Stands for the entire trustworthiness of the Scriptures and for a vigorous 
defense and furtherance of the historic Reformed faith. 


2—lIts faculty includes the following professors : 


"ROBERT DICK WILSON, Ph.D., D.D., , LD. 
J. GRESHAM MACHEN, D.D., 
OSWALD ‘THOMPSON ALLIS. on. D., D.D. 
CORNELIUS VAN TIL, Th.M., Ph.D. 


R. B. KUIPER, A.M., 


B.D. 
NED BERNARD ae ye Th.D. 
PAUL WOOLLEY, 
ALLAN ALEXANDER MACRAE, M.A. 
3—It is located in the heart of a great city with access to every cultural advantage 
and to every opportunity which such a situation aifords for Christian witnessing. 
Furnished rooms are provided by the Seminary and scholarship aid is granted on the usual basis. 
Inquiries concerning registration and requests for the catalogue 
should be sent to the 
REV. PAUL WOOLLEY, Registrar, 


1528 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Knowing Virginia Lou’s tenderness for 
cats big and little I had purposely saved 
the best of our baby hunt till the last. 
Out in the laundry house there is a big 
bin of cobs and usually the door stands 
open. In a corner of this cob’ bin an 
old hen had arranged a nice nest. One 
night lately an old cat had deposited a 
family of kittens in the old hen’s nest. 
I had been interested to know what the 


old hen would do about her homestead . 


rights, but strange to say there had been 
no trouble at all. When she came to lay 
her daily egg the old cat just turned the 
kittens over to her care and went off to 
hunt. The kittens would slumber -peace- 
fully on-while the old hen laid her egg 
among them. Lately, however; they had 
got their eyes open and left the nest to 
frisk all over the bin. 

I told Virginia Lou that in the laundry 
I had the best surprise of all for her, but 
when we went in I was the one to be sur- 
prised. What do you think we found? 
The old hen had laid out all her eggs 
and gone to setting. Evidently she 
thought a ready-made family much better 
than the discomfort of three long weeks 
with her legs doubled up on a nest of 
eggs. The kittens having left her, she 
had moved down to them. There she was 
nestling over them, _clucking and poking 
them under her wings with her beak. 
When she saw us she bristled and 
squawked in warning. One of the kit- 
tens reached up his little paw to pat her 
face and she cuddled him lovingly. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 13. Worth-While “Iobbies sa. 3: 3-9 

July 20. Some Good summer Reading. Eccl. 
Sit, 16; : Ti: £:2% 

July 27. Missions in chenite China. 2@ 
Chron. 15 : 1-7. 

Aug. 3. Chances to Serve Christ in Summer, 
John 6:1-14. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, July 6 


Joys and Dangers When Away 
om Home 
(Gen. 28 : 10-22) 
(Consecration Meeting) 





Mon.—A meeting with God (Gen. 32: 
9-12, 24-32). 

Tues.—A lost boy (Gen. 37 : 9-20). 

baal aaa of temptation (Matt. 6: 
13). 

Thurs.—Joys of worship (Acts 16: 12-15). 

Fri.—Prodigal practices (Luke 15 : 11-16). 

Sat.—Joy of soul-winning (John 4 : 39-42). 











What vacation pleasures have you enjoyed? 

‘Why do people “let down” during vaca- 
tion? 

What opportunities come to us in summer? 


OU have noticed, no doubt, in cities 

where traffic is heavy, that roped off 
spaces, sometimes with slightly raised 
platforms, are provided in the wide 
streets to afford “safety zones” or “isles 
of safety” to pedestrians crossing the 
streets or waiting to board trolley cars. 
We may think of our vacations as sort 
of isles of safety amid the busy rush of 
the year. They give us an opportunity 
to catch our breath and to look about 
before we go on through the busy traffic 
of life. Let us use them, then, in this 
way, rather than as is so often done, as 
times for excessive pleasure that inca- 
pacitates us for the days that are ahead. 

ye 


The Scripture lesson chosen for our 
topic tells of a young man starting out 
in his search for. a wife. No doubt 
some of us smiled as we read this story 
of Jacob, and wondered how it could be 
applied to our vacation time. But there 
are many points of similarity between 
Jacob’s journey and our vacations. No 
doubt this was his first journey away 
from home, although he was about sev- 
enty-five years old when he started. 
Some of us may be going away on va- 














cations this year to be alone and away 
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“Lesson for July 6 


XoH 
SECTIONFOLD : 


(Reg, U. 8. Pas. Of.) 


PARTITIONS 





_ Extra Rooms Whenever Needed 


LLOW each class to have its own room. 
When folded back have one large room 
for Sunday school or church services. Installed 


















in 
old buildings as well as in new. Made complete 
at our factory and guaranteed for 5 years. Send 
for Catalog No: 24. 

THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
11 East 38th St., New York City 
Offices in all Principal Cities 
Over 50 Years in Business 


DEAGAN 
TOWER CHIMES 


The price of Deagan Tower Chimes 
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FOR YOUR PICNIC 


Assorted shapes and colors. 100 small,65¢ ; 300, 
$1.85; 500, $3.00; 100 medium, goc ; 300, £8.60; 

00, $4.35; Sample assortment, 20 for 2 dimes. 
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Subscription Rates 


:. The Sunday School Times is . pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. te 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
‘school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application, 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 


for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


> e 
Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


from home influences for the first time. 
How are we going to conduct ourselves? 
oe 
First, we may notice that Jacob’s jour- 
ney was taken in obedience to his father’s 
wishes and in accordance with God’s 
will (Gen. 28:1). ‘Will your vacation 
this year be spent in a place approved 
of by your parents and where God wants 
you to be? It is so easy to leave God 
out of vacation plans, isn’t it? We re- 
spect his guidance, sometimes, in the 
more serious matters of life, but in our 


"| pleasures, — well, we get the notion that 


we are pretty t.uch able to take care of 
ourselves, and we are fearful lest God 
might not want us to do some of the 
things that we have planned. 


ge 
Now look at Jacob as he came to his 
first stopping place. He had journeyed 
about forty miles that day. He was far 
away from home ties and there was no 
one around who knew him to observe 
what he did. Perhaps our vacation this 
summer may place us under similar cir- 
cumstances. What are we going to do? 


| The temptation comes to let down in the 


careful observance of those customs 
that are a part of our Christian home 
life. Perhaps it may be neglect of our 
morning watch, or we may feel that it 
is not necessary to give thanks at meal- 
time as we are accustomed to do at 
home, or there may be the temptation to 
go to places that we would not think of 
entering in our home town, or to be 
— in the observance of the Lord’s 
‘Day. 

Whether or not Jacob was in the 
habit of talking to God before he lay 
down to rest we do not know. It seems 
clear, however, from the record of his 
first night’s stop at Luz, that there was 
no prayer time. But he could not get 
away from God,—and neither can we. 
God’s searching eye and his loving care 
follow us wherever we are if we are 
true children of his. The Psalmist real- 
ized this truth when he said: 

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and 
known me. Thou knowest my downsitting 
and mine uprising, thou understandest my 
thought afar off. Thou compassest my path 
and my lying down, and art acquainted with 
all my ways. For there is not a word in 
my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest 
it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind 
and before, and laid thine hand upon me. 
- . . Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 
or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” 
(Psa. 139: 1-7.) 


Jacob did not speak to God as he lay 
down, but God spoke to him through a 
dream (Gen. 28:12). How wonderful 
it is that God’s love follows us and calls 
to us even when we forget him. It may 
be through the still small voice of con- 
science, or through some one that we 
meet, or through a Scripture verse that 
may catch our eye. In some way God 
speaks to us today just as truly as he 
spoke to Jacob. = 

The quietness of this night at Luz 
was God’s opportunity with Jacob. In 
the busy home life with other interests 
and comforts that had surrounded him, 
God may not have been able to make 
Jacob hear. Perhaps vacation time this 
summer may be God’s opportunity with 
you or me. Let us not miss the great 
privilege of hearing God’s voice if he 
i# seeking to speak to us during the quiet 
and rest time of this summer. Rather, 
shall we not plan to give him more time 
during our vacation period than we are 
able to give him during the other busy 
days of the year, and thus gladly and 
willingly let him tell us what he longs 
for us to know about his wil for our 
lives, 

oe 


And notice the wonderful revelation 
that came to Jacob through his dream. 
First, there was the vision of the ladder 
linking heaven with earth. The Lord 
Jesus interpreted the meaning of this 
ladder in John 1:51. It points to Christ 
himself, the God-man who by his life 
and death has opened for man the new 
and living way to i 
“ Then upon the ladder Jacob saw an- 
gels, those ministering spirits, whose 
duty and joy it is to aid all who are 
united to God by the ladder, the Lord 





Jesus Christ. Above the ladder stood 
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God himself watching and directing. 
Then came the revelation as to who 
God was, the promise of a definite in- 
heritance for Jacob and the multiplica- 
tion of his influence, and the assurance 
of God’s fellowship and protection and 
faithfulness, 

Would it mean anything to you this 
summer to know as you start upon your 
vacation that you were to have the fel- 
lowship and protection and faithfulness 
of God surrounding you every moment 
of the time? You may have just such 
an assurance if you wish it. 

$e 


Now, notice Jacob’s response. First 
there was confession, of ,his blindness 
(v. 16); then, he worshiped God (vs. 
17-19); and finally came: a resolve to 
serve and please God. There is a little 
word in Jacob’s resolve that we shall 
do well to note. It:is the word “if” in 
verse 20. Really it should be our Eng- 
lish word “since” -or “because.” Thus 
Jacob is saying that because God is go- 
ing to be with him and keep him and 
provide for him, he is going. to serye 
and please him. Does God’s. loving care 
and protection have this..effect upon us? 
When we return this fall to the routine 
duties of the classroom or the office or 
the shop, will it be: with a heart filled 
with gratitude for God’s goodness and 
a greater determination to please him 
than ever before? Certainly. God is 
looking for this result from our vaca- 
tion time this year, and we have the high 
privilege of gratifying his desire for us. 


ye 

Am I thinking to take God on my vaca- 
tion with me, or have I asked him for his 
plan for my vacation ? 

In what way am I planning to give God 
more of my time during my vacation? 

What may God reasonably expect to be 
the result of my vacation time? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


- 


Gospel Literature for the Blind 


(7 is pleased to continue his bless- 
ing on the work of the Full Gospel 
Publishing Company for the Blind. Our 
readers now number more than 900, of 
whom 575 also receive the International 
Sunday School lessons, which we pub- 
lish as a supplement to our magazine, 
using the comment given in “The Gist 
of the Lesson,” published by Fleming H. 
Revell Company. ‘ 

We are especially desirous of obtaining 
addresses of English-speaking blind per- 
sons in foreign countries, as we feel that 
our heavenly Father would have us make 
the invitation as wide as his promises. 

We also welcome addresses of blind 
people in this country and Canada who 
read or will learn to read Braille. 

No charge is made for our literature, 
which includes a monthly magazine, The 
Full Gospel Monthly, International Sun- 
day School Lessons, and a circulating 
library of some two hundred volumes. 

Our work is strictly a faith work, be- 
ing connee 1 with no human organiza- 
tion, paying no salaries to the workers, 
and making no appeals. for financial aid 
except to him who said to us: “Give ye 
them to eat.” We have no creed or 
dogma to propagate, and are unequivocally 
committed to the whole Bible. 

We humbly and earnestly ask the 
prayers of all God’s people. 

Full Gospel Publishing Co., 
431 Delaney St., 
Orlando, Fla. 


The Canadian Keswick 
Conference 


HERE have been few times in the 

history of the Church when Chris- 
tians so much needed the advice of our 
Lord, “Come ye yourselves apart.” The 
world, with its cares, its vexations, its 
problems, presses in on every hand, 
threatening to rob life of its joy and 
Christ of his place in our hearts. 
_ One of the most hopeful and refresh- 
ing counteracting influences is the Kes- 
wick Movement. Both in the Old Land, 
where it had its birth, and on this side 





of the Atlantic, it has been signally 
blessed of God in leading men and women 
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He Received 
a Salary 
Raise Eleven 
Times 


‘‘I want to relate what the 
Lord has done to a family 
since they contribute to the 
cause of the Jewish mission. 
The head of the family, a 
man about 45 years of age, 
has received a raise in salary 
eleven times since they have 
contributed to the cause of 
bringing the gospel to the 
Jews, which, of course, is 
only secondary to the spirit- 
ual blessings the Lord has 
bestowed upon them.” 
(Name and address in our 
files.) 

You see, it’s this way; the Jews 
are God's property, and you 
can’t touch them for good without 
some blessing sticking, as a con- 
tagion, to you; no less than did 
the poor woman who said, ‘ Let 
me but touch the hem of His 
garment !” 

Do you know of anything more 
directly in the line of God’s bless- 
ing than helping those ‘‘of whom 
as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came”? Or, do you know of any 
other people or person concerning 
whom He has said, ‘‘I will bless 
them that bless thee’’? 

Our work merits your every 
confidence. Our field is not only 
the 2,000,000 Jews of New York, 
but the 4,000,000 Jews of Amer- 
ica. And through co-operating 
missionaries we are represented, 
and our Yiddish publications are 
being distributed, in all the im- 
portant Jewish centers of the 
world. In America, Branches are 
béing established in the larger 
cities as the Lord gives us the 














means and the workers. Your 
help and prayers are always 
needed. ‘' The Chosen People,” 


loved by many Bible students for 
its helpful information on Proph- 
ecy and the Jews, is sent to all 
contributors. May we hear from 
you? 


American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 























of every branch of the Church into a 
more virile life in Christ. 

For six years the Canadian Keswick 
Conference has met at Ferndale, in the 
heart of the incomparable Muskoka Lakes 
district, providing a retreat for hundreds 
of men and women, where God may be 
met, the soul refreshed and Christian ex- 
perience deepened by a fresh vision of 
the face of the Lord. 

The leaders of this unique conference 
are usually representative of many lands 
and of different communions, including 
some whose ministry in the Word attracts 
thousands, as well as missionaries and 
outstanding laymen. The conference 
motto, “All One in Christ Jesus,” indi- 
cates the breadth of fellowship offered 
within the fundamentals of the faith. 

The Canadian Keswick Conference 
property consists of “125 acres of natural 
beauty set apart for the glory of a 
on which are situated the chapel, hotel, 
annexes, and tents, with accommodation’ 
for 200 guests. 

There will be two main conference 
periods this year, the first commencing 
on July 6 and continuing until August 
10, and the second running from August 
15 to 24 inclusive. 

For information write to the Canadian 





Keswick Conference, 366 Bay Street, To- 
ronto 2, Canada. 
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Economy WITH 


CoMFORT 
In New York 


Guest Accommodations at 
the National Bible Institute 


Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and 
other Christian men and women can 
secure attractive accommodation when 
visiting New York in the eleven-story 
fireproof building of the Institute 
erected at the heart of the city. Every 
room an outside room, newly fur- 
nished, with hot and cold running 
water. Rates exceptionally low. For 
further information or reservations, 
address : 


National Bible Institute 
340 West 55th St., 
New York City 


Don O. Shelton, President 
Hugh R. Monro, Treasurer 











rr 
. Moody Bible Institute 
, MUSIC COURSE 


Fall term opens 
September 4, 1930 
Prepares Church Organists and Music 


Directors, Evangelistic Pianists, Solo- 
ists and Song Leaders 


TUITION FREE in Class Work 
Minimum charge for private lessons in 


» Organ, Piano and Voice 
Send for Catalog 
’ 153 INSTITUTE PLACE 


Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Ill. 














JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON. PA. 
Co-educational—New men’s dormitory recently 
completed. 


Fully accredited—Graduates take high rank in 
niversities. 


Christian—in foundation and continuing purpose, 
Solicits the patronage of earnest studénts only. 
Large faculty, beautiful location, moderate 
charges. 
Early registration advised. Fall term opens 
September 8. Catalog on request. 
Address 
CHARLES C. ELLIS, President. 


HuNTINGDON, Pa, 














PROPHECY 


An accurate Scriptural study. Tracing 
the Messiah through the Old and 
New Testaments. Should be in the 
hands of every Bible loving Christian. 
SENT FREE, Write to 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
2248 Westchester Avenue, New York City 








W*hy tolerate Pimples 
Biackheads and Dandruff 


Cuticura Soap 


and Cuticura Ointment 


will quickly and economicall: and 
gerne Ao your ekin a aria 
2 


4 THINGS WRONG 
and other tracts free. Write 
KELKER TRACT DEP'T 


Box 215 Harrisburg, Pa. 
SUPPLIERS SINCE 1893 








WANTED — Pastor: An independent Baptist 

Church newly formed in Connecticut is seeking 
@ minister who is fundamental in belief, pre-mil- 
lennial in doctrine, evangelistic, and an expositor of 
the Rible. A field rich in opportunity. Address, 


J. B. C.. PB. O. Box 139, New Britain, Conn. 





For Family Worship } 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


oT’ HE heavenly calling is not an 

empty dogma, a powerless theory, 
nor a crude speculation. It is either a 
divine reality, or it is absolutely nothing. 
... Abraham was called to Canaan, and 
God could not possibly sanction his stop- 
ping short thereof. Thus it was with 
Abraham; thus it is with us. If we would 
enjoy the divine sanction and the divine 
presence, we must be seeking, by faith, to 
act upon the divine call.”"—C. H. Mack- 
intosh. : 





June 30 to July 6 
Mon.—Genesis 12:1-5. A Call to Faith. 


Abram’s obedience was not at first per- 
fect. God “had” (v. 1) called him to 
leave even his kindred, and to become 
an absolute pilgrim. His call was not 
to make the world a better one to live in, 
Cain tried to do that with civilization, but 
it has never succeeded. The preaching 
of the cross alone is the best antidote 
for world evils. It is the only one Scrip- 
ture prescribes. The church is being 
swerved from its great purpose, and is 
dwelling at Haran’s halfway house. It 
was not until death broke the tie that held 
Abram to Haran that he fully obeyed 
God’s call. In the cross we are cruci- 
fied to the world, and the world to us. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mrs. 
Edwin B. Young (Box 124, Wayne, 
Neb.) in her Bible class and summer con- 
ference work in the interest of missions 
scattered all over the world; for Laura 
Thompson’s new station in East Africa; 
for H. Witt of Changsha, China, to be 
saved from great perils of war and 
threatened destruction from invading 
armies; for all Mrs. Young’s mission in- 
terests. 

Tues.—Genesis 13:7-13. An Act of Faith. 

When faith has answered God’s call 
to a separated life of blessing, faith can 
trust God to make good, even under ap- 
parent surface disadvantage. So Abra- 
ham’s faith did. We may be certain God 
will provide for us wherever We are, if 
we are right with him. The strife of 
the herdsmen was only the outward 
cause of Lot’s downfall. He had never 
been called of God to go to Canaan. 
Camp-followers are often found in the 
wake of God’s glory or power, but they 
are usually a handicap to God’s children. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Sister 
Annie and Mother Eva in charge of the 
marvelous orphanage work in Friedens- 
hort, Germany; for Mother Eva's com- 
plete restoration to health; and for the 
supply of all needs of the orphanages 
crowded with thousands of children. 
Wed.—Genesis 18 : 23-32. A Prayer of Faith. 


C. H. Mackintosh suggests that in 
Abraham’s intercession for Sodom we 
have a picture of the intercession of our 
Lord, which has been going on now for 
nineteen hundred years, for a world under 
judgment, as Sodom was. Is our great 
High Priest saying to the Father, “Spare 
a while yet: there is my servant Jaffray, 
just exploring the East Indies; there are 
Hays and Legters finding unreached In- 
dian tribes on the Xingu in Brazil; there 
is Roland Bingham in Abyssinia; there 
are yet ‘people for my name’ in these un- 
reached fields: spare until the last one 
is saved”? Abraham’s intercession was 
limited because he was but a man, but 
our interceding Lord is able to save even 
unto the uttermost. 

Prayer SuGcestTions: Pray for Wil- 
son Memorial Hospital, China Inland Mis- 
sion, Pingyang, Shansi, N. China; for 
all the itinerary evangelization of Edith 
G. Dreyer; for great blessing to follow 
her visit to siping ; pray for the medical 
work and for the supply of al? needs. 
Thurs.—Gemesis 22:1-8 A Test of Faith. 

Sodom tempted Lot. Sodom tried to 
tempt Abraham but could not (Gen. 14: 


21-24). But “God did tempt Abraham” 
(v. 1). This is the highest known form 
of temptation. Can you willingly give 
up to God your beloved son, if God calls 
for him? Abraham was continuously 
called on to sacrifice through separation 
those near and dear to him — kindred in 
Ur, Lot, Ishmael, and now Isaac. Abra- 
ham could trust God about Isaac because 
he believed in the resurrection of the 
body. It is not considered “scholarly” 
so to believe today, and yet we have far 
more light than Abraham. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Rama- 
bai Mukti Mission (American headquar- 
ters, 260 West Forty-fourth Street, New 
York City); for the School for the 
Blind, the day schools, the Bible school, 
the needlework department, the printing 
press, the Rescue Homan 0” girls; for 
the evange works é many qill 
send forty dollars annually to feed, clothe, 
and educate an orphan, child widow, or 
foundling, that others will send six dol- 
lars a month to support a Bible woman. 


Fri.—Hebrews 11 : 8-12. 
The Triumph of Faith. 

The Canaanite was already in the 
promised land when Abraham got there. 
Canaan was his own, but never in his 
actual possession. He was a pilgrim in 
a nomad tent. So it should be today 
with the heirs of God and joint heirs of 
Jesus Christ. All things are ours in 
him, earth ag well as Heaven. We take 
physical possession, however, of our pur- 
chased possession only when he comes 
back. Are we living the pilgrim life, or 
pitching our tent toward Sodom? 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
work of Mr. John H. Norton (B.C. H. 
Mission, Dhond, Poona Dist., India) ; 
that financial needs may be met in this 
time of financial depression, difficulties, 
and hindrances. 
Sat—1 John 5:1-5. An Overcoming Faith. 

“If there be any besides the disciples 
of Christ who have vanquished all that is 
opposed to God, where are they? (v. 5.) 
Not Socrates, with his want of the sense 
of sin and his tolerance of evil; not 
Cicero, with his tormenting vanity; not 
the Gnostics, with their questionable 
lives; only those in whom had dawned 
the bright and morning Star.”—The Rev. 
W. M. Sinclair,-Vicar of St. Stephens. 





(Lesson for July 6) JUNE 21, 1930 


PraYeER SucGcestions: Pray for Mo- 
ravian Missions (7 New Court, Lincoln’. 
Inn, London, W. C. 2, England), ‘hath 
their income may be increased adequately 
to meet the increasing needs of their 310 
stations; for the work among the lepers; 
for all the converts from heathenism. 


Sun.—Psalm 23. Faith Supreme. 15 
Here indeed is expressed the faith of 


the pilgrims of all ages — consciousness of}: 


being shepherded under all circumstances, 
o. in time (vs. 1-5) and in eternity (v. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for_the 
reopening of stations at Mabaya in South 

astern Portuguese Congo, closed sev- 
eral years ago because of the depopula- 
tion, but now about to be reopened as the 
people are coming back. 


“Christian Life” 
«Series 
Sunday School 


Lesson Helps 


Following the 
international Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


POTOMAC BIBLE COLLEGE 


Offers constructive training in Christian work, 
under one of the best faculties in the land, 
whose sole aim is : Loyalty to the Word, Yield- 
edness to the Spirit, Glorying in the Cross of 
Christ. 

For the curriculum address 
































1316 Vermont Ave., N. W., Washington,D.C. | 








Kuangel Civersity 


founded on The Infallible Word of God 








CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
SCHOOL OF GOSPEL Music 


NURSES’ TRAINING SCHOOL 


MISSIONARY MEDICAL SCHOOL Scad.ths, i273, cf Parible, students 


In the Greater New York Metropolitan District 


An evangelical, premillennial institu- 
tion that deserves your heartiest support. 


A stronghold of the Old Faith loca- 
ted on the vety battlefield of modemism. 

Please pray for this work of faith. 

Ask the Lord to lead you as to finan- ° 


cial support. As God enables you, please 
send a monthly gift, even if small. 


o-educational. Tuition free. Low ex- 
nses. Many opportunities to earn funds. 
Mention this publication. Address 


PresipeNnT L. W. BaRNARD 


ee 














74-76 Fairview Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 














of 102 acres, on which is bein 
Only students of character an 
850. 








MUSKINGUM COLLEGE— 


A distinctively Christian educational institution of the United Presbyterian 
Church. A member of four standardizing Associations. A beautiful campus 

erected an entirely new group of buildings. 
earnestness of purpose desired. Enrollment 
For catalog, booklet of views, bulletin, etc., address 


President J. KNOX MONTGOMERY, New Concord, Ohio. 
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